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My Reverend and Dearly Be- 5 
loved Brethren, the United , 
Miniſters of Chriſt in. the } 
County of Devong Grace * 
and Peace in, and from our 
our LORD Jeſus Chriſt. ©: - 


Revercnd Brethren, 


N compliance with your Aﬀedtio- + 
nate ImportunKy, and Obedience | 
to your Acknowledged Autho- 

| rity, 7 now bumbly offer you, * 
what. few others in the Warld, but © 

| your ſelves could have wreſted fFom 
me. TI confeſs it hath always been _ 
accounted an 1ll Omen, when the  : 
Victim comes unwillingly to the Al- 

a cars 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
- tar : "But Conſcience can avouch thu 
E for me, That I have not come un- 
. willingly 10 any Work, wherein I 
' bave had a proſpett of ſerving the 
' glorious Ends of my Miniſtry. Twas 
your Unanimous Vote, "that laid the 
* Jnjunition of ths Pulpit-work upon 
me; te which (though conſcious of 
wy own ©nſitneſs ) I readily enough 
- yaekded, But when, after my utmoſt 
 Endeavours to prevent it, you ſoir- 
| refitibly defired its Publication, I 
could uot but be troubled, Tet not 
from any ſullſen Averfion to the Preſs, 
+ & the Over-modeft Humour of ſome 
| i, that are eminently better qual:- 
- fied to ſerve the Churches of Chriſt 
* phat way ; But from the unprepared- 


meſs of the Diſcourſe for Publick 
" Fiew, and the little Time or Strength 
* that I have to fit it better, 

" It being, for the moſt part, Ser- 
* mo ad Clerumy. and wiling to ſpeak 
 @ tittle, a4 T could, to what my Text 
Jo 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
ſo naturally direfFed me to, I took | 
the liberty to offer you the bare 
Skeliton, without thoſe ws or | 
Inculeatrue Enlargements, which, in @ + 
ruder Auditory, might have been more 


|  meceſſary. 


. Wherefore now ( not without your | 
leave) I preſume to preſent it both ; 
to You, and to the World, in a ſe- 
cond Edition, with a few, and - 
a few Additions, and neceſſary Varia- * 
tions z whether for the better or the ; 
worſe, I cannot tell. I did once hope | 
to have buried it in the faithful © 
Ears and Hearts of © my then preſent | 
Auditors, and never have concerned | 
my Pen azy further about it, But * 
ſeeing it is your pleaſure to ſend it 
| further abroad, you have made your | 
\ elves Sponſors with me, for all the 
Infirmities. and Faults of its and 
have given me the Confidence now, to 
Claim the concurrence of your Prayers; 
That God will pardon the. wany De- 

A 3 feds, 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
| fedts, and proſper the good Deſign 
of it; to hs own Glory, and the 
+ Spiritual Good of all thoſe, into whoſe 
| hands it ſhall come, And which u the 
' fervent Deſire of, 


Your unworthy Brother and 
+ Sidbury, Fellow-Servant in the 
Anguft 15. Goſpel of Chriſt, 


1693, 
S. S. 


THE 


SHE 


Paſtor's Charge, 


AND 


The Peoples Duty. 


John 21. 15, 16, 17. 


—— Feed my Lambs, 
=—Feed my Sheep. 
———Feed my Sheep. \ 


CAP. TL 
The Text opened. 


Y Reverend and Dear Bre- 
thren ! Unto us theſe words. * 
are ſpoken 3 unto whom they 4 
were firſt, and immediately directed 5 1 
by whom 3 on what occaſion ; and with +: 
what Argument they are enforced, I 


need not tell you: The bare Reaceg | 
A 4 theſe - 


2 The Paſtor's Charge, 
theſe three Verſes at length, will make 
isplain and obvions to the meaneſt 
anding. 


. So when they had dined, Feſws ſaith to 
| Simon Peter, Simon, Son of Jonas, lo- 
ET weſt thoume more than theſe ? He ſaith unto 
' kim; yea LORD ; thou knoweft I that love 
| thee. He ſaith unto him ;, Feed my Lambs. 


F . He ſaith to him again the ſecond times 
: Simon, So of Jonas, love## rhou me ? He 
* ſaith unto him, yea LORD; thou knoweſt 
- that 1 lovz:thee. He fajt unto bim ; Feed 
my Sheep. 


* He ſaith unto him the third time ; Si- 
+ Mon, Sor of Jonas ; loveſt thou me ? Pe- 
' ter was grieved becauſe he ſaid unto him 
| the third time; loveſt thou me? And he 
' ſaid unto him, LORD, thou knoweſt all 
* tbingts thou knoweſs that I love thee : Fe- 
* ſous ſaith unto hims Feed my Sheep. 


. . You ſee 'twas our LOR D Jeſus 
Chriſt, the great Shepherd of the Sheep, 
' and whoſe Own they are, that ſpake 


theſe words with his own mouth, and 
: | lefe, 


BY BG and the Peoples Duty. 7? k 


lefe-this' thrice inculcated Charge with 

his D_ Peter, unto whom-in the. 
name of all the -reſt; he. was Wont to- 

dire&t- his ſpeeches, © not as / > : 
Princeps,/ but as * Primus Ez * This nike : 
poſtolorum ; and with whom, ſpon) * | 
all the other, not only of his: tjonin amore *? 


then preſent Brechren ; but proper place. 
of all "heir fucure Sroulben | 4 


in the ſame Office, were : 'And* + 
this after his SD F 
Grave, wherein he had paid the 
Price of our Redemption; and raving 2 
laid down his Life for his =—_ had vie 
Roriouſly triumphed over his and 
laſt Enemy Death, and was now 
to leave the World, and - to*the 
ther. And knowing that 
his np oee Flock,, whom he _ | 
dear a Rate, in the midſt of the- * bs 
Wolves and wild Beaſts of this Wilderneſs:y* 
he thus nw his Servants ng © 
them, unto whom he them, Fr "2 
Charge with the moſt ons F 
ment, that c _— poſhibly be Te 


Care and Over-fight of thems 
Lambs; Feed my Sheep. 
ſhould be too little, 


| 2 T, be Paſtor's Charge, 
theſe three Verſes at length, wiil make 


+ all chisplain and obvioas to the meageſt 
Underſtanding, 


So when they had dined, Feſws ſaith to 
| Simon Peter, Simon, Son of Jonas, 1s- 
> weſt thoume more than theſe ? He ſaith unto 
* bim:, yea LORD ; thou knoweft I that love 
> thee. He ſaith unto him; Feed my Lambs. 


* _ He ſaith to him again the ſecond times 
Simon, Sozz of Jonas, love#t rhou me ? He 

ſaith unto him ;, yea LORD; thou knoweſt 
. that I louvothee, Fe fait wmobim; Feed 
L my Sheep. 


He ſaith unto him the third time ; Si- 

| mon, Son of Jonas ; loveſt thou me ? Pe- 

- ter was grieved becauſe he ſaid unto him 

| the third time; loveſs thou me? And he 

* ſaid unto him, LORD, thou knoweſt all 

| things z thou knoweſt that I love thee : Fe- 
ſw ſaith unto him, Feed my Sheep. 


| - You fee 'twas our LOR D Jeſus 

Chriſt, the great Shepherd of the Sheep, 

and whoſe Owz they are, that ſpake 

theſe words with his own mouth, bo 
| efc 


" and the Peoples Duty. 
lefr-this' thrice ineulcated Charge with 
his Difciple Peter, unto whow i * 
name of all the 2 he he was 
direct- his ſpeeches, © not as ' / 
Princeps, but as * Primus A- ©: 
poſtolorum 5 and with whom, | 
Al the other, not only of his: ' 
then preſent 5 but 
of all ow fucure Feud 
in the ſame Office, were included: - 
this after his ReſurreRion from” & 
Grave, wherein he had paid the , 
Price of our Redemption; and —__ : 
laid down his Life for his Sheep, had vi- 7 
Qoriouſly triumphed. over his and their” 
laſt Enemy Death, and was now | 
to duc the World,-and \ hs to” thee 4 
ther. And knowing that 
his Le pogy Flcck,, whom he a - 
dear a Rate, in the midſt of _ 
Wotver and wild Beaſts of this Wilders *} 
he thus charges his Servants 3 
them, unto whom he commi +3 
Care and Over-fight of — 
Lambs; Feed my _ i 
ſhould be too little,-.he 
Charge _ = moſt 


ment, onle paid be be arp 


F Pl The Paſtor's Charge 
| Toveſ# thou me? And this three times 
repeated 5 ws argues an extraordina- 


FE SEz 
4 the Wo . pur. upon It. are 
1 ink- this was three times 
. 2 n pan x reflection on Peter, 
| for —_ denying him; and perhaps 
| may be ſomething in that: But 
* what was ſaid to Perer, was ſaid to. all 
the Zeſt, both Them --pl Us 3 Ln his 
+ thrice: repeating it, was but to let us 

& know, how dear his little Flock was to 
+ hims "what Jealoufie he had for them, 


& leſt they ſhould be neglected ; and 


F what an Account he will require of us 
*- concerning them in the Day of our 
Accounts. 


-And here, if I may not be thought 
- £QO , y to criticize upon the 
4 Text, I would obſerve theſe two things 


Wit. 

* + TheOrder 

|: fOfthe Charge. 
The Matter - 


T. The Order. We ſee the Lamb: are 
; firſt mentioned, then the Sheep, Though 
* theſe Names are ſometimes, in' Scripture, 
I ' pro- 
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and the Peoples Duty. F73 
promiſcuouſly uſed ; yet in propriety of ; 
{peech, there is a difference, though-nor + 
of Kind, yer of Age at leaſt;*and the | 
Terms are not convertible. Though all : 
Lambs are Sheep, all Sheep are not pro» * 
perly called Lambs. And where we * 
find boch words uſed, as in the Text, 
it plainly intimates a diſtribution of the ' 
on into theſe two conſtituting parts - 
of it. ” 2 
By the Lambs here, I underſtand on- * 
ly what the ptain uſe of the Aeraphbor © 
directs to; viz. the Younger ſort; 
Young either in reſpe& of Tears, or + 
in reſpect of Grace And why are / 
theſe firſt mentioned ? Some aſe may 1 
be made of this; though not that uſe, 
which Be#armine fooliſhly and falfly 
{uggeſts. But they may be firſt nam'd ? 
io our LOR D's Charge to us. > 
I. Becauſe they are the weaker pars 1 
of the Flock ; -which doth by*fo much * 
the more recommend them to'our ten- * 
dereſt Care and Infpe&tion : They are 4 
worſt able to' defend, or provide for - 
themſelves ; they are weak in Judgment, 
and weak in Experience ; and w 
things are ſoon loſt, Therefore che, | 


i "6 The Paſtor's Charge, 


cial proviſion muſt be made for them: 
| 2. They are firſt in the Charge, be- 
T cauſe they are firſt in the Order Na- 
ture. They are Lambs before they are 
Sheep ; and herein they ſeem to claim a 
& precedency. Therefore firſt, Feed my 
Hrs" Ones 7 f 
3- Ihey are Spes Gregs;, The Hope © 
> the Flock Though the weaker, yet 
* commonly the ſounder part; though 
- the more Ignorant, yet the more Teach- 
* able. O Sirs ! if we loſe them while 
* they are Lembs, 'twill be hard, perhaps 
* too late to cure or recover them, when 
are wn more wild, or more 
# rotten. The greateſt hope of the ſuc- 
E ceſs of our work lies here. But where 
> common Experience ſays ſo much, I 
+ need ſay the leſs. 
| 4. They are Fundamentum Greg. By 
, whom the Stock is maintained, and a 
& Succeſſion preſerved in the Earth. The 
* Seminary and common Fund of the 
{ Church. To loſe the Lambs; is the - 
ready way to loſe all. 
5- They are the moſt 7nnocens part 
| of the Flock. There is a kind of 
+ S920, an innate Principle of —_—_— 
| an 


"4 


_ 
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q ' and AﬀeRion in every- ingenuous Breaſt 


for ſuch as theſe. Can a Woman forget 
her ſucking Child? She will ſooner for- 
get all the reſt, than her Little one. He } 
ſhall feed bis Flock like a Shepherd ; he ſhall 
gather the Lambs with bis arm, and carry 
them in his boſom, and fhall gently lead 
thoſe shat ars with young, Iſa. 40. I1. 
This was ſpoken of Him, by whom the 
words of my Text were ſpoken. No - 
wonder then that he takes the firſt care ? 
for theſe. Yet though the Lambs are 

firſt, we find them but once mentioned * 
in the Text; but the Sheep ewice. Is it - 
becauſe the Sheep are more in number, 

or more in value ? or doth it not ſeem © 
rather to tell us; That though the 
Lambs call for our firſt Care ; the Sheep © 
are as that coſt us double Labour? : 
while they are young and tender, they - 
are more ductile, and teachable; their + 
Minds are a Tabula raſa, not prepoſleſt 


-with Opinion or Prejudicez their Aﬀe- 


'ctions green and complying, and” not 
actually preingag'd ; their Conſciences 
untoucht. in their natural Virginity : I 
do not iay in their Original Purity. But 
when they are grown up, and have 

imbib'd 


q 8 The Paſtor's Charge, 


imbib'd a few Religious Notions, and 
are grown fond of them; or have 

oſelyted themſelves to a Party ; how 
# bard is it convince them, 'or to rectifie 
+ their Errours in Judgment > When they 
# have taſted the ſenſual ſweets of in ; 
7 or intangled their hearts in the Cares 
# of the World, or eſpouſed their, Chri- 


} ftian Profeſſion toa Carnal Intereſt ; or, 


& under a Form of Godlineſs, are come 
* to ſettle in their Leesz O how hard, 
+ and next to impoſſible is it then to 
# move them? when ſtray'd among the 
wild Beaſts, to reclaim them 2 when 
ten, to recover them ? Here's double 
bour with theſe. 
J Orelſe they are twice mentioned, be- 
” cauſe they are capable of Paſtoral In- 
# ſpection, in one point beyond what the 
* Lambs are. Of which I ſhall take a 


” little notice in the next. Thus much 


for the Order of the Charge. 

2. We are next to conlider the Mar- 
ter of it : Wherein I thall not uſe the: 
old Logical Terms of dividing ; bur 
briefly take notice of the Charge it ſelf; 
and the Argument, that is here uſed to 


1 enforce it. 
1, The 


and the Peoples Duty. 9g © 

IT. The Gharge is ; Feed my Lambs, 
and my Sheep, My Lambs, 6am mw! dy- 
ria ws. My Sheep, fo'oxe 1 migetive T5 ae9- 
Bdld ps. T would not querere nodum 'in 
Scirpo,” ſeek for Subtilties, where the 
Text neither intends, nor needs any. I 
know the words are often ſynonymouſly 
uſed ; yet if we look into their Erymo- 
logy, we thall find ſome difference ; and 
which, to me, ſeems to be deſigned 
heres 9% ſignifies only ro feed, fo 
as to make fat, ſaginare; but mupairer, 
is not only to feed, but ro rule and go- 
vern ; to Exerciſe the Office ; not only 
the Care, but the Power of a Shepherd 
over his Flock. So then, here's the * 
Reaſon of what I juſt now hinted at, 
The Lambs are but once mentioned 3 © 
and the ' Charge concerning them is 
only to Feed them ; theſe being not ca- 
pable of Paſtoral Diſcipline and Govern- 
ment. But with the Sheep, there's the 
double labour, both of Feeding and 
Ruling. 

I thall not now trouble you with 
the Popiſh Queſtions, that have been 
controverted vu this Text, as bein 
alien to the delign and proper wor : 
0 


BB. The Paſtor's Charge, 


of this Day. Only let me ſay again; | 

* That what was here ſpoken to Perer, 

* was ſpoken to every one of the other 

$ Apoſtles; wherein both They, and 
: We, that have ſucceeded them in their 

* ordinary Work and Office of the Mi- 

* niſtry, are perſonally and equally con- 

* cerned. And though the Lambs and | 
the Sheep make up tha yyhole Church 

E of Chriſt upon Earth; it cangot te un- 

” derſtood, thar the Church Ogfumenical” 

£ was here commicted to the ge of 

- every, or of any one individual Pa- 

» ſtor; ſuch a Work being loaded with 

» Moral Impoflibility. But the Charge, 

being given perſonally and particularly, 

* It _ be underſtood of the Church 

F Congregational , that is, * that Part, or 
Congregation of the Church, where- 

unto every one is particularly. and ac- 

- cording to Goſpel-Order, called, and 
ſet as' Paſtor, or Over-ſeer. Thus you 
have the Charge it ſelf. | | 

' 2, Here's the Argument, wherewith | 

R 2c Saviour enforces it ; which is three- 

| fold. | | 

+ 4T. The Relations he hath to them: 
They- are 4y Lambs, and 44y- Sheep. 

%* ine, 


' 


and the Peoples Duty. . 11 | 


Mine, whom you call your LORD, 
and your Maſter ; yea, your Redeemer, 
and your Saviour : Therefore feed them 
for my ſake. 

2. The Propriety he hath in them : 
They are Mine, and not Yours; the 
work of my hands, the Lot of my In- 


heritance, the Objects of my Care and 3} 
Delight, the Price of my Blood, and ' 


the Fruit of the Travel of my Sonl 3 


for whoſe fakes it is, that .I have thus * 


humbled my ſelf : Therefore take 


heed how you negle&t the leaſt of :; 


4 


by 
Wn. £ 


them 


thou me ? g. d, If thou loveſt me, as 
thou profeſſeſt to do z ſhew thy Love 
to Me, in thy Care of Mine. Let my 
poor Lambs taſt the Fruits of my Love 
in thee. Let my Sheep be affur'd that 
thou loveſt Me, by thy Love to Them, 
Ie is like a careful and prudent Huſ- 
band's paſſionate recommending the 
Care and Rule of his dear Children 
and Family, when about to leave them 
y Death; or a long Journey to his 

beloved Wife. If ever you yy 4 
ove 


\. 3+ The other part of the Argument + 
is concomitant to the Texts Loveft ' 


i 12 #7, The Paſtor's Charge, 
Love for me; if theſe Children be 


mine, as I believe them to be, ſee 
that you carry your ſelf in all reſpecs 
as becomes a diſcreet and loving Pa- 
rent towards them: Take my Eſtate ; 

Il up my room, and diſcharge the 
Offices of my Relation to them 3 and 
"Jet them want nothing, for my ſake. 
This is that) which is wont to be uſed 
as the laſt and moſt overcoming Argu- 
ment amongſt deareſt Friends. If you 


love me, do fo, or ſo: a kind of ad- - 


7 juring them by all the Bonds of Love 
” and Friendſhip that are between them. 

' And now, Sirs, you fſce, here's a 
Foundation for a much larger Dif- 
courſe, than time or ſtrength will at 


preſent bear. I ſhall contract my ſelf 


into as narrow a Circle, as I am abje, 
that I may not too far tranſgreis. the 
Bounds aſſigned me. 


CH AP. 
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and the Peoples Duty. 


CAP. IL 


The Doftrinal Propoſition Stated and 
Cleared. 


T HIS praQtical | Text —_ to be 
very by ogy of practical DoErines 
which might be diſtributed into ſeveral 


muſt avoid all unneceflary divifion. I 
ſhall offer but theſe three. 


Pl 

| Propoſition I. That Believers are Chriſt s 
| own myſtical Flock, and He their great 
| Shepherd. 


Prop. II. That the Miniſters of the Goſpel 
are they, to whom the LOR D Teſms 
Chriſt hath committed the Care and Rule 
of this his myſtical Flock. 


Prop. TIT. That a Miniſters want of Care 
and Concern for the Flock, of Chrift, us 
an indication .of the want of Love to 


Chrift himſelf 


"< 


Either 


13 2 


Branches. Bur he that ſtudies brevity, + 


| " 4 © The Paſtars Charge. 


Either of theſe ſingly, would fill up | 
more time than is allotted me for this 
Aion, The ſecond: Fropoſirion. is that, | 
wherein the ſtream of the Tex: ſeems to | 
run; and unto. which both rhe other | 


will, without forcing, come in to its 


Improverent Wherefore I (hall lay | 
the Baſis and Bound of my | 


foloning Di Diſcourſe. 


That the Miniſters of the Goſpel are they, 
to whom the LOR D Feſue wes hath 


d 
ou To, che lone 206 Bay of Fo . Myſtti= 


In the Proſecution of this Truth, 1 
ſhall briefly anſwer theſe-four Queſtions. 
rt. What this Flock is, concerning 
which this charge is given, or, who they 
whom our LO-R D- would have 


are, 
us t0-underſiand by His Lambs, and His | 


Sheep ? 

2. Why theſe Names of Lambs, and 
Sheep are given them e, - 

3 Who the Miniſters of the Goſpel are, 
with whom+his charge is left ? 

4. What the Duty is that is required 
of therg 3 or what our dear LO u_ 

an 
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and the Peoples Duty. | i5 

p | and Maſter would have us to underſtand + 
s | by Feeding them? And then thall con 
t, | clude all with , ſome uſeful Inferences, 
o | both to Miniſters and People. 


s | Queſt. 1, What this Flock is, concerning 
y | which this Charge « given; or whom our 
y | LORD would have us to underſtand 
by Hi Lambs, and His Sheep ? 


y, Sol, The Queſtion needs not many 
hþ | words. The-general ſenſe of this -com- 
j« | mon Scriptural Metaphor is obvious. 
But that which makes--the queſtion, is 
that diſtinguiſhing (if it be here a diftin- 
Miſhing) Relative 44y rn ut "# 
32, 33- We have there all r World | 
divided into-two ſorts, Sheep and Goats, 
i.e. Believers and Unbelievers. Where- 
fore by Sheep, in that Scripture, and 
with whom the Lambs are alſo included, 
being oppos'd to the Goars, we may un- 
derſtand no other than true Believers. 
The ſound and (incere part of Profeſſors 
which is no larger than the Church In> 
viſible. Theſe. indeed are Hs Sheep.in 
the moſt proper and peculiar ſenſe. But 
that the Word in the Text muſt not =» 
0 
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f 4. 
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ſo reſtrain'd, is certain 3 becanſe our | 
Commiſhon would then be unintelligi- | 
ble, and loſe its ends 3 it being impoſffi- | 
ble for us to beafſſur'd, who are the Sheep, | 
and who the Goars, till the Judgment of | 
the Great Day determine and reveal it. | 
Who then are My Lambs, and My Sheep ? 
If I may expound my Text by that of 
Matth. 28. 19, the queſtion will well. | 
nigh be anſwered. Go ye therefore, and | 
teach all Nations. That Teaching here, | 
is the ame with Feeding in the Text, I 
ſuppoſe will be granted. Al Nations, | 
3, e. thoſe of all, and of any Nation, | 
that are willing to receive the Goſpel, 
and to be taught by you. And that all 
Nations are #, both as Creator and 
Redeemer, I hope will not be denied. | 
But then, how are all Natims call'd Hu 
Sheep, and - His Lambs ? I have already 
ſaid, that all Nations, are choſe of rhe 
Nations, that would receive the Goſpel; 
of which fort Chriſt hath had ſome in 
all Nations. Beſides, many of thoſe . 
that are not actually his Sheep, are Po- | 
tentially and Eleively ſo. The ex- 
tent of the Commiſſion and Command 
ſeems to runthus. Feed all as fo 
; Young 
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Young and Old, that will be fed by you; 


| of what Nation, or Countrey, or Place 
' ſoever they be; that thoſe that arenor 
| yetaQually my Sheep, may be made fo, 
' and then cared and provided for as fuch. 
| This is the general Call of the Goſpel, 


If any man thirſt let him come unto me and 
drink_, Joh. 7. 37. And him that cometh 
to me I will in no wiſe caſt out, Joh. 6. 37. 


| All that will, may, 2nd muſt be fed. 


But yet, not all alike. As there are 


| Babes, and Strong Men in Gods Houſe 
ſo there is Milk, and ftronger Meat, that 


which will cheriſh one, will choak ano- 
ther. All Ordinances may not be in- 
differently adminiſtred untoall. In the 


Old Temple,-there was the Inner and - : 


the Outer Court; ſo there is in the 

New. But this being a matter of Order 

and Diſcipline, may be recogniz'd in a 

more proper place. This little may now 

—— to be ſaid on this firſt que- 
100. 


Queſt. 2. Why are theſe names of Lambs, 
and Sheep given them ? 


Sol. We find 'tisa Metaphor, thee 
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the Spirit of God in Scripture delights | 


much in. Were it expedient, twere 


eake enough to illuſtrate the Analogy in | 
many particulars 3 But that it becomes: | 
not the preſent occaſion. I ſhall but ſug- | 


geſt theſe two general Reaſons. 
1. To mind us what we are of our 
ſelves. 
2. To teach us what we ſhould be. 


I. To mind u« what we are of our ſelves. 


| 


The Sheep, as one obſerves, 


+ * Anima! Sar. Bearful, Weak, and Unpro- 
=; vided for ſelf-defence; none 
” fo (abject to Diſeaſes, and to be Infect- 
® ed of one another. Nor any other 


T Frer, Hifor. is of all Cattel the moſt filly, | 


Creature more apt to go aſtray, or (0 | 


unapt to return, without the help and 
care of the Shepherd. No other kind 


of perfect Animal ſo unable to ſubfiſt, 


and to preſerve it's Species in the Earth, 
without the care and conduct of Man, 


as is the poor Sheepz therefore no other | 
Metaphor more proper to expreſs the 


Nature and Condition of the Church of 
Chriſt in the World by; which with- 
out 


f 
' 


| 
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s | gt the Wiſdom, Power, Providence, 

E bfrinek, Love, and ' All-ſufficienc 
n | of our Heavenly Shepherd, the LO RD 
S | Jeſus Chriſt, muſt inevitably and eter= 

G- | nally periſh. þ 


2. 'Tis to teach #w what we ſhonld be. 
| The Sheep, you know, isthat Creature, - 
| which was of old, in a more eſpecial . 
manner dedicated to God, and offered ? 
to him in Sacrifice 3 and madea Type - 

% of Chriſt, our great Propiriatory Sacri- 
' fice. Thefirſt Offering tothe LORD, +4 
7, | that we find honour'd with his Accep- .. 
DN tance, was that of Abel, of the Firftlings * 
e of hjs Flock, Gen. 4. 4. peer ON 41 
t | Sheep is a Creature, not onlyCere y 
*X* | ally clean, but is naturally cleanly, and * 
oO | delights not in the Mire and Dirt as 
d | the Sow. *Tis a Meek, Innocent, Pa- 
d tient Creature, and us'd as a common 
t ' Emblem of Patience. *Tis one of the 
bh, | moſt profitable of Cattel ; of which 
Ns | there is nothing, but is, one way or 
er | other, uſeful to all the purpoſes of hu- 
1E' mane Life. And, which is very re- 
of  markable, they have a natural Inſtint 
h- of vehement Loye and Regard for their 
own 


: 
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own Shepherd; as if they 


Paſtmesſus were Conſcious of their | 


Tehementer 


ena. Fr.ib, OWN weakneſs and need of | 
him. The bare mention of | 


theſe things being enough to direc the 


Spiritual Mind to their due application, | 


I thall wave all manner of further en- 
largement here. 


Queſt, 3. The Third Queſtion is this. 
Who the Minifters of the Goſpel are, with 


whom this Charge of our dear Saviour is | 


left ? 


Sol. One .,would think, the Solution 


of ſuch a Queſtion as this, ſhould not 
be hard; nor is it ſo i Theſi, wherein 


_— O— 


the clear light both of Scripture and of | 


Nature, is ſo concurring and convincing, 

yet we find there is bardly any one 
thing, wherein Profeſſors (ſuch of them 
as are too apt to be led by the fatious 
Principles of Ignorance andPrejudice)are 
more uncharitably diſagreed in, than in 
this. How miſerably the poor Church 
of Chriſt, by the malice and ſubtilties of 
the common Enemy, and the Carnality, 


Pride, and blind Paſſions of Proteſlors, 
| 5 | is 


| 


| - 


[ 


| 
ly 
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is torn into Rags of Diviſions and Sub- 


| diviſions, is too. well ——_ for me to 


inform you. And of all theſe, every . 
Party is magnifying their own Tea C4 
25 the only Miniſters of Chriſtz and #$ 
ready tocondemn all others as Hirelings, - 
Falſe Teachers, Schiſmatical Intru- 
ders, &c. This is a Lamentation, and . 
let it be for a Lamentation. Bat could 
we return to a right Underſtanding- of 3 
our plain rule in this Aﬀair, how eafily + 
might the Caſe be brought to its due 

Ive? I know but theſe two things, that © 
eſſentially denominate a Man to be a * 
Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt : 


Qualification, and 
Commiſſion. 


And neither of which is fingly ſuſhi- 
cient. I am ſenſible, thatI am now in 
a large Field, and in a ready way-to be 
loſt in Controverſy 3: but that I have 
more practical and rpm rm before 
me. Yet, I beſeech you, bear with me, 
while I explain my {ſelf a lictle on theſe 
twoheads; and I will be very ſhort, the 
Truth being commonly beſt ſeen in a few 


' plain words. B 2 1, There 
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1. There muſt be Lua/ificarions, But 
+ what? Of ſpecial, ſanctifying, favin 
Grace? This indeed is needful, an 
moſt deſireable, and morally conducive 
* to the happy and glorious ends of the 
- Miniſtry, both as 'to our ſelves, and 
” thoſe that hear us; abſolutely neceſſa- 
# ry as the ſire gud non, unto Salvation 3 
” but not (o to Miniſterial Qualification, 
- A man may be_ lawfully a Miniſter, 
> that is not Spiritually a Member of 
» Chriſt. The Sealed of the Tribe of 
” Levi were but a Remnant, as of, any 
 one- of the other Tribes. agg vc 
Ein our Saviour's Time, fate in Moſes's 
= Chair, were, for the moſt part of them, 
” far enough from Adoſes's.. Spirit ; and 
F- yer our Saviour owns them in their 
Office, Judas was a Diſciple, and ſent 
forth with'a Commiſſion to Preach the 
Goſpel of the Kingdom, even by Him, 
who knew him to be inwardly a De- 
and a Traitor; Bur this is no.new 


DD I—ep ens nn no 


Doctrine, nor needs any proof to one | 
thac has not a mind to be contentious. | 


But the Qualification here required, as 
ablolutely neceſſary, is_ A4imiſterial. 


} That whereby a Perſonis comperently | 


fitted 


| 
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fitted for the diſcharge of all the work 
and duties of this ſacred Ofhce, Ortho- 
doxy in DoRrine, ability and aptneſs-in 
(at leaſt) the gift of Preaching and Pray- | 
ing 3 $Kill and moderation in ruling, &c, 4 
And certainly there's a great diff-rence * 
berween Miniſterial Gitts, anc Savings 
Grace. I thai! ot now inſtance ia cheZ 
particulars of this 4a4lincinun! bur ves 
fer you to Pau!'s DirS#tions to Timotbyed 
I Epift, ch. 3. and to Titus ch. 1, L 


2. There muſt be Commiſſion, No man 
taketh this bonour unto himſelf. but he that 4 
is called of God, as was Aaron, Heb.y. 4. 
No man taketh «x eas n5aauldru No 2 
man undercaketh, accepteth.- or afſum*% 
eth to himſelf, and of himſelf ; -that. 
is, no man ought, or can without Sin,” 
any way take, or receive this Hononr, 
or uſurp this Office, but he that is called; 
of God, that is delegated and commi{- 
floned by Gods Authority, and in the 5 
way of Gods appointment; tho' not-in 
that immediate and extraordinary man- 
ner as Aaron was, unleſs in like extra- 
ordinary caſes; yet by a Power | 
Diſpenſation, legally _ and orderly de- 

: B 3 rived 7 
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rived from him, through ſuch Hands 
as he hath appointed and impower'd 
' to ..this end. Qualification without 
* Commiſſion makes not a Minifter of 
+ Jeſus Chriſt; bur ſuch a thing, as he 
” calls a Thief and a Robber, a Sacrile- 
- gious /ntruder ; ſuch as were Corah and 
his Complices 3 and ſuch, as are too 
many in our days. And Commiſſion 
> without Qualification, makes what the 
* Prophet calls an 1dol-ſhepherd, or Dumb- 
F Dog, a Blind Guide, And who are they 
+ that have right authoritatively to exa- 
. mine and judge of Qualification, or to 
* conveigh Commiſſion to others, for the 
E Conſervation of / a Succeſſion in this (a- 
cred Office,but thoſe that are themſelves 
; both duely .Qualified and Commiſſiona- 
ted? And that too not ſingly, private- 
t ly, or arbitrarily z but according to 
> the Rules given in this matter, by and 
* from oor ſupream LOR D ind Ma- 
= fter Jeſus Chriſt in the New Teſtament, 
; Methinks this (hould nor amount to a- 
> Queſtion, with any that have but read 
þ the Holy Scriptures, and own their 
> Truth and Authority : or that have not 
abandon'd theconduRt of common _ 
WE : on 
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fon ; by whoſe light ic is eafie to ſee 
the equity and expediency of the Scrip- 
ture directions in this caſe. 


Oneſt. 4. We are now come to the 
laſt Queſtion. What the duty uw, that 
i required of them ? Or, What our dear 
LORD and Maſter would have us to under- 
ſtand by Feeling his Lambs, andhs Sheep? 


Sol. The Flock, you ſee, is divided 7? 
into ewo parts; the Lambs, 21d rhe þ - 
Sheep. So is the Minitterial W »rk thar 
concerns them. Feed, and Rule, both 
which are equally, and inſeparably en- ? 
joined parts of this work, as appears - 
in ſeveral very- plain Scriptures, 1 Tim, 
F.17. Let the Elders that rule well, be 
accounted worthy of * double Wiononr, eſpe- 
cially they who labour, or they labouring, 
..e- on the account of their | i 
in Word and Difrine, % ngnws Tei5® [es 
Tpe7Cv T2ept S\mrAns mils a Zruawony hict ol ome” 
ts5 &s Xoywy Sz orgniz:. This is a Text 
that hath been ſufficiencly vext by-men 
of different Sentiments and Intereſts. - 
I know no reaſon we have, from this... - 
Scripture, to infer fon CEASINEY | 

4 0 
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of Ruling and Teaching Presbyters ; ſee- | 

10g what is mention'd here, both of Rul- 
ing and Labouring ia Word and Doctrine, 

+ are but the eſſential and required Functi- 

ons of one and the ſame Sacred Order 

and Office 3 than which, I am not con- 
cerned at preſent to look any further 
into any Truths, that are plainly enough 
ſtated in it, or any queſtions, that have 
been vainly enough ſtarted on it. And | 
+ With which, there are ſeveral other | 
© Scriptures that agree in the ſame Hypo- 

& rheſis, 1 Thel. 5. 12. We beſeech you Bre- 

x thr en, to know ther; myich labour among 

” you, and are over jyouinthe LORD, and | 

þ admoniſh you. Here are the ſame words 

7 applied to the ſame Perſons and Things, 

= Teptonutre, that are over yor, Cr ſet and 
* appointed over you in the LORD, 

” 4. ec. according to the LORD, and 
in the things of the LORD, to rule 
in his Church ; and who they are, but | 
the momwy] og by v wav X, rs0Ts v1], thoſe that | 
taboar among you. and admoniſh you ? SO | 
Heb. 13, 7. Thoſe that Rwle are the ſame 

with thoſe chat Preach the Word, and | 

wer, 17." They are faid to Watch for Souls, 
which as it may imply other work, fo 
1t 
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it muſt import Preaching the Word - 
in which ſenſe the word is ordinarily 
uſed in Scripture: And here the Rulers 
and the W atch-men are the ſame. Many 7 
other Texts there are that freely offer ? 
to avouch this Truth z but theſe are 
enough ro prove what aim ar: That 
the work of a Miniſter of Chriſt,is both 1 
to Teach, and to Govern the -Peo 
committed to his charge. And he that * 
is not fir to Govern, is- not worthy to 5 
Teach them. 2 
But to obyiate any ſcandalons Re- * 
flexions, that Ignorance or Envy ma | 
m "5, 


make on this Poſition, and Clai 


our Governiagg Power in the Houſe of 
God, which is his Church: We heap 
tily declare our Abhorrence of all. 
thoſe Popiith Tenets' and Prerenfions, .* 
which are any way derogatory to the $ 
juit Power .and Authority of the Civil 
Government, under which- we live, 
and unto which we profeſs our chear-- 
ful and conſtavt Obedience, both as ? 
Men, and as Chriſtians. Our Spiritual - 
Government of God's Spiritual King- 
dom, in our reſpective Charges, being 
no more prejudicial tro that of Tem- 


Bs poral 


% 
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ral States and Kinzdoms. than is the 

ſpotical, which is the Natural Right 
” of every Family. Yea, ſo far from 
| prejudicial, that it is accumulative, both 
# of: their Honour and Security ; as the 
Experience both of the Primitive, and ' 
s. of the beſt Reformed Churches have 
+ unqueſtionably proved; and which might, 


& In maay particular inſtances ( were it 
& neceſſay ) be demonſtrated. From what 


® hath been now thus briefly ſaid, I 


&. conclude this Queſtion : That Feed my 
* Lambs, and wy Sheep, - implies theſe 


E ewo things, Teach them, and Rule them : 


& wherein the whole works of the Mi- 
7” niſterial Office is included. But to tell 


EF you how they mult be taught, and 

= they .ought to be ruled, will 
need much more time than is here 
allotted me, or is now convenient for 
me to take. Yet this being the Main 
of my. Errand ro you, ſomething muſt 
be ſpoken to it, as time and ftrengch 
will ſerve, in the Applicatory. part; 
to which. I now proceed. 


cAP 
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CAT. TES 


The Diftrine impreved by way of 
Infiruttion. 


"HIS Do&#rine would be- uſeful, 3 
more ways than I ſhall be able 
now to apply it-= Yet give me ove 4 
to ſuggeit ſome of the more nec 
things, under theſe three general Heads. $ 


Inftruction- 
Exhortation, 
Encouragement, 


"I 
1. By way of Inſirattion, and that in 
theſe eight particulars. 

1, In the &ight and Propriety, that 4 
Chriſt hath in his Church. They are 7 
his own Sheep, Joh. 10. 3. 4. No Shep- | 
herd in the World ever had, or can 
have thit abſolute, undefeaſtble, ſu-- 
pream, independent, and natural Pro. 
priety in his Flock, as Chriſt bath in 
his. They are.Hs, both a: God, and 

as. 
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as Redeemer, His by right of Creation, 
Donation, Purchaſe, Regeneration; and 
their own voluntary Choice and Self- 
dedication. His Portion, His Inheri- 
tance, 'His peculiar Treaſure. Nothing 
#. 1S nearer, nothing dearer ro him than 
& they. His Mark and his Name is upon 
+ them ; his Spirit, his Nature, his Image, 
&% his Glory ikines in them. The Scripture 
+ is full of his Claims ro them ; and by 
. which they are diſtinguih'd and ſeparate 
* from all the reſt of the World, Joh. 
© 15.19. And- this is the ground of that 
2 ation, 1 Pet, 5. 2, 3. Feed the Flock, of 
+ God, which #' among you— Neither as be- 
* ing Lords over God's Heritage. Mnd\' as 
T xamuver T4 7 xnigav * Ruling, but not 


+. Domineering; Governing, but not Ty- 


* rannizing, more Regio imperantes; as De- 
5: puties and Rulers in truſt, not as Lords 
” and Kings. Non Kegnum, ſed Cura Preſ-t 
> byteris commiſſa eſt ; becaule they are not 
EF Yours, but God's Heritage, his Clergy; 
&# whether Miniſters. or People 3 for the 
& word, in the uſe, as well as derivation 
© of ir, reaches both. Church-Tyranny 
; 1s an Encroachment upon Chriſt's pecu- 
& liar Right, To Rule with a Lordly 
4 - Grandeur, 
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Grandeur, with Rigour, or Arbitrart- 
neſs, to Monopolize the Power, u hich 
ought to be more equally diſtributed, 
is very injprious , not only to the 
Flock, but to him, who is the LORD 
of it, and whoſe Servants and Stewards ; 
we profeſs our ſelves to be. And, - 
which is a guilt that the proudeſt He 3 
upon Earth will not have the hardi- . 
_ to own before his Judge another © 
ay. 2c! Þ 

2. In the tender Afetion and Care 
he hath for them. Nothing is more : 
apt to endear a thing to us, than :; 
Propriety. That which is our own, we + 
love ; though it be not as it ſhould I 


be, nor as we wiſh, yet becauſe "tis # 


our own, And thcſe that do othey- * 
wiſe, juſtly reckoned among the * 
«gp, without natural Aﬀettion, and * 
worſe than Infidels. But: ſhould I bes * 
in to tell you, what dearneſs: of Af. | 
ection the LORD Jeſus Chriſt hath - 
for his poor little Flock, where ſhould 
I end > Ecernity will be little enough, | 
with admiration and praiſe to recount 
the glorious Soul-raviſhing Inſtances of - 
this Love. He loved them fo, as to 


leave 
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leave the Eternal Throne of his Glory, 
and the ſweet Repoſe he had from 
Everlaiting in the Boſom of the Fa- 
ther, for them: So. as to humble and 
” abaſe himſelf to the vile Raggs of our 
Humane Nature; to the Miferies and 
* Neceilities of an indigent life; to the 
* proud Scorns, and blaſphemous Indig- 
® nities of a wicked, and horridly uns 
7. grateful World ; to the foul Tempra- 
tions and Buffettings of Satan; to the 
impucation of Sin, the only rching fo 
2 abhorrent to his pure and (inleſs Na- 
7 ture; to the Bondage, Obedience and 
” Curſe of the Law; to the Wrath of 


7 God, which he never in the leaſt, for 
* himſelf deſerved ; and which, to any 


# ſopportable; to the moſt ig@W@i11101s, 
** rorturous and accurſed Death* of the 
EZ Croſs; and to the power of Death, his 
® own Servant and common Execurtio- 
& ner, for a time. And all this his Love 
to them overcame, and (weertned to 
him. Yea, and having loved them, 
he loves them till, and will love them- 
to the end, yea, without end. And 


therefore. delights to ſpeak of them, 
always 


7 one elſe, would have been yY un- 
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always with fome Intimations of their 
dearneſs to him ; as his Friends, his Bre- 
thren, his Children, his Lambs, his 
Spouſe, his Members, &c. for all which 
] had no need to quote you the Scrip- 


tures. And as is his Love to them; ; 


ſo is his Care of, and Proviſion. for 
them. When he ſaw it expedient for 
them to depart from them, as to his 


bodily preſence, and to leave themhere 4 
in'a Milicant ſtate, expoled to the Rage | 
of his and their Enemies, both Tem» 


poral and Infernal; to be hated, and 


tempted. and perlecured to the death + 
for his ſake ; O how did his Soul pity | 


them ! with what compaſſion did he 8 


embrace them ! and ſeal his. unchange-: ? 
able Love to them ! what a ſtream of Z 


endearing Aﬀection and Care doth 


there run thro' his parting Diſcourſes :; 


with them ! Foh. 14. 15. and 16. How 
{veetly doth he counſel and comfort 


_ them there! and is ſo concerned for 


them, that he ſeems to take no care for 
himtelf ! chough he knew that dreadful 
Hour was now come, wherein thar 


Wrath muſt be poured out upon ou, E 


Which none but the Omnipotent co 


py 


ſtand 2} 
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ſand under! And then how affeRio- 
nately doth he recommend them to his 
Father! Chap. 17. Leaves his written 
Word, his ſealing Ordinances, and his 
Ordained Miniſters, whom - he ſtrictly 
charges with them 3 yea, gives his ho- 
” ly Angels a charge concerning them ; 
* ſends his Holy Spiric, as a San4tifier, and 
T 2 Comforter to them ; goes before, to 
* prepare 2 Place for them; Negoriates 
all their Afﬀiirs, as a Faithful, Powerful 
and 'Prevalent Interceſlog with the Fa- 
& ther. in their Names a Nature ; and 
7. affures them, that he will come again, 
£.- andin due time receive them into 'the 
© Brernal Poſſeſſion of his own Glory 
* and Joy, with Himſelf and the Father 
7 in Heaven; and in the meaa time will, 
* in an invitible manner, be with them 
alway, even unto the end of the Word ! 
WE LORD! what is 

OR Homo mor* * Enoſh , wretched , 
\ ralis & Miſer. worthleſs, guilty, ſin- 
Rad. ſecundam f(inful Man, that fo for- 
 Enſeb. 73'0b- gers Thee, and deſerves 
li ci. to be for ever forgotten 
of thee, that thou arr. 

W very mindful of him ? 
Ka 3. That 


ſ 
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3. That the Miniſters of the Goſp*l, 1. E. 
Thoſe that are duly qualify'd, and com- 
miſfioned, are the LOR D's depured 
Shepherds : They have both their ability 
and authority, originally and fundamen- 
tally from him, the only cruly Catho- 
lick, Infallible and Supream Shepherd, 
and Head of his Church. .And in this 
ſenſe, we may without vanity ſay with 
the Apoſtle ; Gal. 1. 1. That we are the 
Miniſters, not of men, wor by man but 
by Jeſw Chriſt, and God the Father, 
110 raiſed kim from the dean I hw 
appointed of him to be in his ſtead, 
to the Flock 3 and he hath promiſed co 
be with us, to dire& us in, and to 
conduct us through both the Duties 
and the difficulties of our Work, to 
the end of the World. 


Suffer me now (my dear Brethren) 
to make a few thort-Remarks on this _ 
Head , both for my own Admoniti- * 
on and yours. 


r. Theſe only are Shepherds, that.are 
duly qualify'd and call'd; 7 ſent them 
* 0k 
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not, ſaiththe Lord, yet they prophecy a 1z& 
in my name, that I might drive you out, 
and that ye might periſh, ye and the Pro- 
phets that prophecy wnto you, Jer. 27. 15, 
God never ſends a Meſſenger without 
his Errend : Whatever the Lualification 
ſeem to be, if the C-/ be not of God, 
be. ſure there is a lye of one kind or 
other, in the 'Prophecy-; for if God 
_ no Errand in it, the Devil 

atn. 


2. 'Tis no contradiction, nor Solo- 
cifm in this caſe, for the ſame perſon to 


be both a Shepherd, and a Sheep ; nay, | 


nothing is more congruous. He that is 
a Captain had need to be a Souldier,yea, 
one of the beſt of Souldiers. Our great 
Shepherd is the Lamb of God, and his 
deputed Shepherds thould not be Goats, 
nor Wolves. For a man to be a Teach- 
er of others, and himſelf a Caſt away, 
What is there more ſhamefu?, or more 


' dreadful, 


2 Thoſe that are Shepherds but by 
depuration, be ſure muſt give an ac- 
count : The great Proprietor will _ 

e 
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be defrauded : Of my hand, didſt thou te- 
quire it , wherher ſtolen by day, cr ftolen by 
night, Gen. 31 38. What milſcarries, 
through the Shepherds negle&, the 
Shepherd muſt account for : f rhou doſt 
ot /peak_to warn the wicked from his way, 
that wicked man ſhall die in hu iniquity, 
but his blood will I require at thy hand, 
Ecek, 33. 8. And of the greater value 
the Flock is, the more ſevere will the 
account be. 


4. Shepherds muſt cum Ovibus ferno- 
fare, & excubias agere , be the LORD's 
Watch-men: While the Shepherd "is 
ſleeping, the Fox and the Wolf are 
waking and walking, O let not a night 
of ſecurity ſo ſoon eclipſe our dawning 
from the night of our late adverſity ! 
Morning naps are ſweet, bur in this 
cale moſt dangerous Our Enemy 
knows that, wie are opeer to ſlumber in 
a Calm, rhan in a ſtotm;, and *ris ealy, 
though ſad to ſee what advantage he 
begins already to make of it. -- How 
can we forget. what an Emphafis our 
dear LORD hath ſer on that Word 
Tpn'y optTs vr Watch therefore, Mat. 24. 4.1, 

Chap. 
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| 


Chap. 25. 13. Chap. 26. 41. Mark 13. 35. 


and 37. Luke 21. 36, & alibi. On that 
miraculous Deliverance at the Kead Seg 


it is faid, 7hen believed they his words, they | 


Jang bis praiſe, they ſoon forgat hu works, 


they waited not for his connſel, P(:1. 106. | 


I2, 13. Are not the Songs of our deli- 
'verance yet in our mouths ; and a deli- 
verance but begun, as was that of 
theirs? O let us not fing our ſelves 
aſleep. 


4- It informs us how neceſſary the 


Miniſtery of the Goſpel is. What | 


becomes of 2 Flock without a Sh 
herd ? of a Family without a Steward? 


_ 


' Of the Blind, wichout a Guide ? Of 
the Infant, without a Nurſe ? Of the | 


Sick, without a Phyſician? Of an Ar- | 


my without an Officer 2 Of a City with- 
ont a Governor and a Watcth-man ? In 
2 worſe conditien than agy of theſe, 
isa Church, were it proper to call jta 
Church, wichout a Teacher and aRuler. 
The Devil is aware of this, and very 
well knows where che ſtreſs of his Inte- 
reſt lies. If he can bur effecuually 
ſmite the Shepherd, che Sheep are his 


] 
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own z Therefore like the King of Sy- 
ria, he commands his Captains and 
Legions, To fight neither with ſmall nor 
great, ſave only with the King of Iſrael, 


| 1 Kings 22. 31. And hence are all his 


Iatrigues and Attempts by force and 


' fraud, to diſgrace, diſcourage, divide, 


or corrupt, and any-way to deſtroy the 
purity and the power, and were it poſ- 
fible che being of the Miniſtry of «he 
Goſpel in the Worldz Were it not for 
that promiſe, and that power and faich- 
fulne(s that hath, and will alway make 
it good, Matt. 16, 18, The gates of bell 


| ſhalt not prevail. It might have been writ- 
| ten long ago, on the univerſal ruins of 


God's Zion : THIS W A35 ONCE THE 


' CHURCH OF GOD. FI #t bad no 
| been the LORD who was on our fide, now 


ma) Iſrael ſay.Then they had ſwallowed us up 
gaick, Pſal. 124. beg. But O how fot 
tiſhly anſenſible are the moſt of men, 
even of thoſe that are:call'd Chriſtians; 
What a bleſſing and priviledge the Go- 
ſpe! Miniſtry is ? yea, is it not a bur- 
then wich too many? Thou baſt been 
weary of me, O Iſracl, Iſa. 43. 22, ſome 
on one account, and ſome on another, 

are 
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are ready to look on the Miniſtry of | ! 
the Goſpel, as an incumbrance, an unne-' * 
ceſlary charge, which might better be | 
ſpar'd, and to ſay in their hearts, from « 
the principles of Fudas's frugality; To | | 
what purpoſe 1s this waſte ? d--1 
Had I not many other things yet to *7 
ſpeak to, how readily would my Pen run 
beyond the bounds affigned ir, in com- | 
megting-on the ineſtimable uſefulneſs of | | 
this jorons blefling of che Goſpel; | 
and the thameful Atheiſtical, Heaven- | | 
tempting ingratitude of thoſe that are | | 
weary of it? O that a wanton, wrang- *« 
ling, ſelf-will'd., Goſpel-glutred Genes | | | 
ration, may not, after all chat the God | 
of patience hath done for us, provoke * 
him to teſtify againſt us ; chat he is as 
weary of us, as we are of him! 
| 
| 
| 


5. It informs us, what an honour- | 
able work the work of the Goſpel is. | 
'Tis fo both in its-ſelf, and with relation | 
to its Author, its O-jet ,. and its Ends: 
How contemprible {oever it be in the : 
eyes of ſome, and how unworthy and | 
vile ſoever, {ome of thoſe are, that are | | 
admitced, or thruſt themſelves into 1t, | 

to 
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to the reproach of ic. *Tis not only 


' 2 Work, but an Otfice, and an Of- 


fice of the higheſt dignity ; on the ac- 
count of its Author, the LORD Jeſus 
Chriſt, who is exalted above all Princi- 
palities and Powers, and hath a Name 
above every Name; The LORD of 
Lords, the King Ecernal , Immortal, 
Inviſible, the only wiſe Godz and un- 
to whom every Knee {hall bow ;._ No 
man taketh this honour unto himſelf, but. 
he that is called of God : 'Tis an Honour 
too great for any but God to beſtow 3 
an Honour more immediately derivd 
from the: Everlaſting Fountain of Ho- 
nour, than any other Off e in the World. 
On the account of its O6jet; the Myſti- 
cal Flock, and ſpiritual Kingdom of 
Chriſt ; the Noble Family and Houf- 
hold of God. Miniſters are Chrilt's 
Embaſladors, not Pages nor Porters, 
though that were an honour, but his 
Embaſladorgs and Repreſentatives, 2 Cor. 
5.20. The Srewards of his Houſe, 1Cor. 
4. 1, The Angels of the Churches, Rev: 
I. 20. He hath put his own Honour 
upon them , and hath rold the Word, 
That what is done to them, he _” as 

one 
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done to himſelf; and hath required his 


Churches to honour them, for his, and | 
for their Work ſake; 974i; 71s 51530747, | 


Let then be accounted worthy, or let 
them be dignifted wich double honour. 
The honour of reſpe&t and maintenance 
is due to all that are faithful ; bur a 
double or” greater degree of honour 


and authoricy to thoſe that are beſt | 


ualify'd for, and moſt laborious in their 
ork. Where, by the way you may 
take notice, that Miniſters do not live, 
as perhaps ſome are ready to think, and 
to» upbraid them too, on the Peoples 
Alms. Their maintenance is of God's 
allowance and precept 3 Non Eleemoſin, 
ſed Honoraria; not Alms, but Rewards , 
by Divine Right due to them 3 I ſay, Di- 
vine Right, i» genere, though not 3» /pecie. 
But of this I would not now have 
once opened my lips but for your ſakes, 
who are the people, that no guilt of chis 
kind may re(t otany of you, and that 
you may not . have any unbecoming 
thoughts of us on this account. 


Laſtly, it is honourable too on the 
account of its eads; The ——— 
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' fouls, The deſtroying the. Works 'of 
' the Devil .in the World, and the pul- 
| ling down his ſtrong holds, the repairs 


2nd the reſtoring the Image: of their 


| and man, and of all-he concerns of +; 


. ly unworthy of; yet it is the honour 
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edification, and ſalvation of Immortal 


ing the. ruins of mankind by the Fall; 


Maker upon them, the negotiating the 
grand Aﬀairs of a Peace Les God 


the Kingdom, of the Mediator .upom * 
Earth,, che higheſt truſt thac ever —_- 
committed to meer Creatufes; The «© 
great Work and Deſign whigh.the God 2 
of Heaven hath eſpouſed toglotify 
his Attributes in, and which rhe Son of - © 
God was ſent into this lower Werld for. * 
What are Earthly Kingdoms and Do» 
minions, and Intereſts to his ? this is 
that ſwallows up all. ; 
Sirs, *Tis nor without regret thar:we © 
ſhould be compell'd, as 2au! once? "2 
To magnify our Office, and to become foolg: 
in glorying, 2 Cor, 12. 'Tis an honquis F 
that we ackftowledge ſelves infigite- * 


that our God hath put upon us, . both for | 


his own, and for your lakes.” © ._, 
| jt 
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6. It informs us what a Durehenſogy 
Work the —_— Burthenſom, 
not only in reſpect o the Labour of i it; 


| IF it is the heavieſt of all Employ- 
ments in the World, and that which 
gw the ſtrength both of Body and 
more than any other. *'Tis true, 
are_too many that live idly, and 
work py. enough in this Laborious 
whole praiſe is not great in 

the , and- whoſe comfort is 
not like-to- abound in the day of ac- 


and their Work, and are duly ſenſible 
of their Charge, can find little time to 
be Idle. 

S, Sirs, what you ſee and hear of 

'Palpit Work, is, or ſhould be the 
x part of our.Labour- Belides, it is 
| a burchenſom + rk in ref —_—_ 
many Temptations, Oppofitions 
Diſcouragements that attend it ; both 


_ from the World, the Fleſh, and the 
Devil. God knows, we are (the beſt 
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wherein if. that faithfulneſs and dili: | 
gence be uſed, as is neceflary and requi- | 


count 3 bat thoſe that love their Maſter, | 


$8 men , and but men ſubje& I, 
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like Paſſions as others arez We that 
teach others , muſt teach our ſelves: 
Wethat carry the LG before you, have 
a5 much need of the Light as you... Nog 
as though we had already attained, or were 
. already perfet, Phil. 3. 12. The boldeſt 
Officer is in himſelf no more ſhot-fre 
than the Common Soldier, though h 
dangers may be greater. Pity us then, 
and pray for us,, when you ſee a Te 
tation too ſtrong for us. We are more. 
the Butt of the Dragon's Envy, and' 
' the Mark thar his Rage aims at, 
you, which makes our Poſt by ſo much 
the more difficult, : 
Again, It is. a burthenſom Work, 
in reſpect of the unſucce{fulneſs of it g 
neither -is this the leaſt part of our Bur= 
then. How very gladly would we 
ſpend, and be ſpent in the Service of 
our dear Flocks 2 We.woulc ooe 
or 


the labour of qur Braias3* 0! D 
hy afge our Reproaches, or Suf- 


- No, nor our blgod too much for 
them, could we but be comforted by 
them, with the good fucceſs of all this: 


- But when after all, our pains and adven- 
| C2 cures; 
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. tures, and Prayers, and Tears, we ſee 


ſo little of the good Fruit we long for; | 


& little Humility, ſo little Charity, 
lirtle Self-denyal, ſo little Mortification 
to the World ; fo lictle regular and dif- 
creet Zeal for God; this 1s that breaks 
or hearts, and makes us to walk hea- 
vily. 


Laſtly, It is a burthenſom Work in 
reſpe& of the conſequence of it, . both 
to our hearers, and to our ſelves. To 
our hearers- Their Souls and Eternal 
Happineſs (and what have they dearer, 
what have they more? ) is bound up in 
this burthen. To our ſelves, O the tre- 


.Cry out, rt TavIeTh; ixays; Who 5s fu - 
ent for theſe things ? os 


7. It 


| 
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hn into this Office. *Tis the 
rous both to themſelves, _ -_ 
Flock. To themſelves, in oo 

their Ulſurpation, w hich i is highly I - 
legious, in reſpect of their Ends; which 
are wont to be baſe, vain- glorious, -and _ # 
ſelfiſh ; and in reſpeR of the Acconnh L 
they muſt at laſt give for the blood of 2 
ſouls, which will be dreadful and dam- - . 
ning; dangerous to- the Flock. The #% 
Thizf cometh not but to ſteal, and [to 
kill, to divide and ſcatter the Flock, 
and to ſerve his own Luſts on it, wi 
ever his flattering pretences may þ 
The Shepherd thar comes not from God. 
and of God's fending , tho in oa 4 E.- 
Clothing, comes not to. do = 
his own and the Devils Work. Lackd " 
not endeavour to prove that, which the | 
ciſmal Experience e Churches hath - 1 
in ſo many pernicious” Inſtances, in all 2 
Ages more than ſufficiently proved in * | 
whom Chriſt, and his Apoſtles Predi 
ions are fulfilled, Matt. 24. 24. Atﬀs 
20. 29, 30.” 2 Pet. 2.1. 2 Tim. 3. begin. 
Oc. Whoſe judgnene now of a long time 


7. It ſhews us the Sin and dan ur of 
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Bngereth not, and whoſe: damnation ſlumbe- 
reth not. 


I would a ſpeak this to the diſcot- | 


ragement of any , whoſe hearts Gad 
ſtirred up to put their wag ky eo the 

work of the Temple ; but for the caut- 
on of thoſe, who for baſe and low ends, 
wy on wrong and miſtaken Principles, ate 
Goth run when they were never 

e Tribe of Levy be numerous of; 

Miniſtry, well a many other Pro- 
5 A among us, ſeems-to be over- 
fock d; yet have we ſtill need to 
the Lord of the Harveſt to ſend fo 
more Eabourers into his Harveſt ; fach 
aSare both willing, and wiſe, and fitted 
for the Work of God, whereunto they 
Je called; and chen accordingly lucceed- 

in it. 


8. Laftly, It informs us of the = and 
Hhger of of abuſing, oppoſing, (lighting, 


or any way diſcouraging t 1e leaſt 


thoſe, whom Chriſt hath ſent and ſet to | 


feed his Flock. To affront an Am 
dor is all one as perſonally co affront him 
that ſent him. You know hpw dear, 
and dolefal an Experiment Hanan 


ome a wa. ww bows a. as os ar ane dt oo  TTITSS De a 
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| 
- but to deal injuriouſly with the Meſlen- 


buſe an Herald of War from a potent 


ger of Peace, is moſt provoking ; none- 


that hath power to' do it, but will a- 


venge fuch a villany to. the attermoſt. } 
This -is the caſe z We are ſent by the 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt as the Ambaſſadors 
of Peace to the World, with the Mini- 
firy of reconciliation , 2 Cor. 5. 18, 
Ler them that now herein oppoſe, or 
malign us, ſee to it, how they will ju- 
ſtify themſelves ar that Barr , where 
they and we muſt ſhortly appear toge- 
ther indeed, as men, and as common 
Chriſtians : we neither deſerve, nor ex- 
pe& any other than what is due to (auch : 
But as we are the Miniſters of Chriſt, 
be afſur'd that he very critically obſerves 
how weare treated 3 who they are that 


receive us ; and wheſthey are that re- 2: 


ceive us not : he obſerves not only how 
our Doctrine, but how our perſons are 
entertain'd; as every thing thar is done 
for us, even to a Cup of cold Water : 
Soevery thing that is done, or ſaid, or 

Caf con- 


_ Enemy, is daring , and difingenuonss . 
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his people-made of this, in the caſe of 
'D4vid's Meſſengers, 2 Sam. 10. To a- 


* 
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 contriv d 2gainſt us, is on record with 
him. You know what a caution he. 


harh given 3 Toxch not mine anointed, and 
do my Prophets no harm, Pal. 105. 15. He 


that toucheth you, toucheth the apple of his 
eye, Zech. 2.8. and what a Woe to the 
world he hath denounced, becauſe of offen- 
ces, Matt. 18. 7. To wrong us in our 
rſons; or perſonal concerns, will not 
taken we]l by him : Bur to oppoſe or 

" hinder us in that regular and faithful dif- 


- charge of our Work and Office, and be 


reſented by him with a far greater indig- 
nation. 

Alas, Sirs, The trampling on vs, as 
we are in our ſelves poor ſinful Worms, 
is hardly worth our complaining : what 
are we better than our fellow Mortals ? 
But to trample on © hriſt in us ; as we 
are not only his Children, but his Stew- 
ards, and Ambafſadors , and bear his 
Authority, is a guile that will make the 
Kouteſt and ſecureſt heart tremble, and 
cry to the Rocks and Mountains another 
day. Nor will. the reproachful Names, 
of Schiſmaticks, or Set aratiſts, wherewith 
they now falſely load us, juſtify them in 
that day. 


CHAP. 
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The firſt part of the Paſtor's Charge, q 
Viz. To Feed the Flock, F 


T HE next U/e that I ſhall makeof 
this Doctine,: ſhall be of Exhor- 2 
14ti7n ; which I (hall dire& - - 


1. To Paſtors. 
2. To People. 


I. To Paſtors. Reverend! and Be- 
loved ! Gods Providence, and your Call % 
having laid this duty upon me, the un- ; 
worthieſt and untfitteft of all my Bre--* 
threns 1 dare not but be faithful, ac- ; 
cording to my meaſure, both to my elf, 3 
and to you: as my own Monitor, and 
your Remembrancer. 4 

Are we indeed*fbme of thoſe; to 4% 
whom the Charge of Feeding and -Go- # 
verzing the Flock of Chriſt, both his 
Lambs, and his 'Sheep, is committed > 
Q let us then rake heed ro the Miniſtry, 

*2 This y:-«: 


 oo92 . The Paſtor's Charge, . 
which we have received in the LORD, that 
we fulfil it, You know whoſe Admo- 
nition this was, and to whom, it was 
ſent, Col. 4. ap Nor need I tell you, 
that it as much concerns us, as ever it | 
did Archippm., The Miniſtry which we 
have receivedi»zthe LOR D. In the 
Name, and by the Authority, and in 
the Houſe of the LOR D; and the 
concerns of his Houſe. Or from the 
LORD, and for the LORD : that we {ul- 
f it 3 diſcharge every part of it with 
Inefs of diligence, fidelity, and care, 
to the utmoſt of our Underſtandin 
- and Power, with all impartiality, af 
# guity, and perſeverance to the end. 
- But this is yet too general. The O65je# 
of our Charge, you ſee, is double. Tz 
Efviz x) 72 Tear, The Lambs, and the 
F Sheep, and ſo is the A# doubles Com & 
F wnhuars, Feed and Rule, as was before 


: ded. - 

I ſhall firſt confider the 0bjeZ, and 
then fute my Exhorcation according to 
_ A&# that reſpectively concerns it. 


by 


3; The Lambs, The younger fort, 
both 
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both in reſpe& of Age, and in reſpeR © 
of Grace.. Here I would fain f 

ſome time ; but conſidering to w 

I am ſpeaking, I can the more content= * 
edly contra my ſelf. Sirs ! you ſee, - 
our LOR D will not have hele ofe- | 
leted; but hath given them firſt in his. * 
Charge to bs. Feed my Lambs, _ Every 
wiſe Shepherd is wont to be very foad 
of his Lambs, and knows *tis his Inte-. : 
reſt ſo to be, and ſhould not we? Onr + 
LOR D himſelf the Great 'Shepherd, 3 
gathers them with his Arm, and catries - 
them in his Boſom, and ſhould not we 3 
do ſo? He ſhew'd a peculiar delighthe * 
had in Little Ones, while he was here :; 
in the _ _ 9. - I, 3 w_ 1 : 
13, 14. Luk. 18. 15, 16. ch. 9. 47, 46. * 
Mat. 21.16. And thould not we be here- 
in, like our LORD and Maſter ? 


1. Then, ler us take them as one 5 
ſpecial, I had almoſt ſaid, - the only ' 
hopeful part of our” Charge z I mean, * 
as to converting work, and put them 
into our daily Prayers and Interceſſions * 
at the Throne of Grace, if fo be there 
may be hope in our End, and chenexe * 
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; Generation may be better than their 

- Fathers have. been. There are ſome, 
who are Ignorantly- enough influenced 

- by Anabaptiſtical Principles, that will 
” hardly allow the Lambs, in this (enſe, | 
+ 80 be any part of our Charge. I ſhall * 
not meddle with that Bone of Conten- | 
tion notv, and hope there are no Delz- 

& .s$wms of this kind in any of our Brains. 

> Tho thoſe thar are under cheir firſt Con- 

- wictions, and are young in the Faith, , 
” may, improperly, be called Lambs, yet 
 thefe are they, who, in Scripture Lan- |} 
guage, are ſaid ro be with Young, and 
zre plainly diſtinguiſhed from :he Lambs, 
Ia. __. 11. *Tis ſtrange that any, bur 
» the Devil, ſhould quarrel :t this part of 
” "our Work. | 


2. As part of our Charge, let us take 
all proper and rational Methods, that # 
Iye within, cur-reach, aud their capa- 
. City, to reach and inftruct them in all 
the neceſſary pointgof the Chriſtian Re- 
ltgion,, both Doctrinal and Practical. 
This was the Command of God by 4f0- 
> fes, and the conftant practice. of the 
 Canſcientious in that Church. And 


| , berein 
| 
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herein the firſt and pureſt, the beſt ſet- | 
tled and tmoſt thriving Churches of the 
Gentiles have been exemplarily diligent, 


andeminently ſucceſsful ; nor was there 


ever any Age more plentifully furniſh- ; 
ed with ſuch helps, and plain Catechiſti-- : 


cal Syſtems of ſound words to this pur« 


poſe, than is the Age we live in, which, - 
if diligently and duely improv'd, may + 


yet ſaveus a Remnant, and be as a Nail 


here theſe five words of caution way be 
neceſſary. 


:. Thar their memories be ſo im- 7 
ploy'd, as not to be over burden, a * 
due regard being had to that in{upera- ' 


ble difference, which Nature hath made 


in the diſtribution of this Faculty. Tho" 7 
floth or dullneſs, ought not to excuſe, 4 
et the burden ſhould not be made too 1 
eavy. We muſt Yrive as Jaceb did, - 


Gen, 33. 13. as the weak and tender of 
the Flock can beat. Prudence muſt be. 
pplicd here, | 


2, That 


« 


given us in bis Holy *lace: a happy pre- - 
{age of a work of Reformation, if not * 
in this, yet in the next Generation. Bur 3 


\ 


4" 


s 


_—” 


Pts Ye Fate" Gare, 
2, That they do not reſt in the bare 
exerciſe of Memory, as Children are 


exceeding apt to do; but that our beſt | 


endeavours to be uſed, to conveigh the 
Notions of Divine Truths, as they are 
- capable, into their Underſtandings , 
” - which will be no little help and advan- 
tage toa weak Memory. And herein 
ſhould our skill and condeſcenfion ap- 
pear in plainneſs and familiarity of ex- 
preflionz yet with that. ſeriouſneſs, 
{weetnels, and gravity, as doth become 
our Perſons and Ofhce And in order 
hereto, an account ſhould be taken of 
them, by ſuch other eaſe queſtions, as 
are not formally learnt, but -plainly in- 
cluded.in, and may readily be anſwer- 


ed by what is fo learnt, for the trial. 


and exerciſe of their Intelletuals. Of 
which kind alſo we have. made ready 
to our hands, the. uſeful labours of di- 
vers, who have travelFd in this Pro- 
vince, on that excellent Compentium of 
Theology, compos'd by the Reverend 
Aſembly of Divines at W ES T M1 XN. 
STE RK: and which hath deſerved] 
obtain'd the general acceptance of al 
the Orthodox in the Proteſtant Lhnrchas 
| 3. Be- 


Dr ———— 
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. Becauſe we know, that the Devil - 
will be Catechizing the Heart, in theſe - 


' Young Ones, while we are Cathechiz- ; 


ing the Ear, and the common Under- 
ſtanding ; and will be digging his Coun- # 
termines againſt us, in the hidden parts = 
of the Soul, and doubling his Fortifica- 2 
tions on the Ground of a depraved Nz- : 
ture ; we ſhould endeavour, with all our ? 
Holy Art, to make them ſenſible of * 
their particular and real concern in theſe 
things of God, and of their Souls; ſo ' 
that their Conſciences may be awaken'd ; 


and rouz'd, and the happy Foundations 4 


of a ſerious, as well as early Religion - : 
be laid in them. And perhaps we may 7 
find greater ſucceſs herein than we are 
aware of, or are apt to hope for. Con- 
ſcience isas natural co them as Reaſon, ; 
and ſhould be nouriſh'd up with it, and - 
as we find in all other things, the young- + 
er, the more render, and ealie to be 3» 
wrought upon. © Tio? Fear be ſaid, by $ 
the Acheiſtical Fhiloſopber, co be that * 
which firſt made, that it (in their ſenſe} 5 
fancied and imagined , Gods in the 
World; yet were it not for this Con- # 
natural Principle of Conſcience, Fear .. 3 

| would # 
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would riot make that clear and abiding 
Impreſſion on the Rational Nature, as 
ic doth. Unleſs we manage our work 
with them ſo, 25 isproper- to effect the 
grand Deſign of their Converſion, we 
do nothing to any good purpoſe ; but 
loſe our propereſt and moſt acceptable 
time .of doing their Souls that good, for 
which they may blels God tor us in the 
upper World. 


- 4. We ſhould reſt with them, in the 
"Do&rinal, or Theoretical part; but eſ- 
pecially inſiſt on the Practicals of Rehi- 
gion; and with fuch plain and ſuitable 
applications, as are tnore obvious to 
their weak Underſiandines; that fo 
they may come to perceive.the end and 
uſe of their Inſtruction and Knowledge, 
and a Harmony may be form'd in them 
betimes, & 4b ovo, between their Prin- 
ciples and their Practices Which is 
' the moſt hopeful way to obviate that 
common Cavil of the World againſt 
Early Piety, grown into a Proverb, A 
young Saint, and an old Hypocrite. 


5, Our Carriage towards them, and 
Care 


arid the Peoples Duty. | 59 bs 


Care for+them ſhould in all reſpe&s be 
ſuch, as may engage their Aﬀections; 
which are naturally more early and rea- 
dily exerted, than as of Judgment and - 
Underſtanding ; that they may, as ſoon 
as poſſible, come to'taſte the ſweetneſs 
of the ways of God. By ſuch an advan- 
tage as this, you know, it. is, that our E- 
nemy, the /Devyl, is wont to be before- 


" hand with us; by inflaming the fenſnal 


Appetite, and engaging the Afﬀecions, 
and corrupting the Will with the car- 
nal pleaſures of Sin, and che Luſts of 
the Fleſh, before the Judgment 1s en- 
lightned, or the Conſcience awaken'd 
to.difcern, and to refit the Temptations, © 
wherewich he is too hard for them. * 
Herein then it is good policy to prevent +» 
him. - When we have gotten the Hearts ; 
of our Liccle Ones, with what pleaſure, * 
and zeal, and innocent emulation wull. ; 
they go on in their work, which will * 
make 1t much the eaſter both to them- : 
ſelves, and tous. Icould enlargehere; 3 
but that I know to whom I am ſpeaking, ; 


* Ferbum ſatis [apientibus, 


2. The other part of our Charge - ] 
the 


bo The Paſtors Charge, 
the Sheep; and here, as I have ſaid, is 


double work. Theſe muſt both be Fed, | 


and Ral'd. 


I. They muſt be Fed. *Tis my com- | - 


fort, that. I am now {peaking to ſach, 
as God hath made both able and apr 
ſo to do; and who, I hope, have no 
need of my Dire&ions*in it, or Spurs to 


it: Wherefore I ſhall only hint ar ſome |. 


few more general heads of the things 
152 much better underſtand - than my 


I. They muſt be fed with wholeſome 
Foods The fincere Milk of the Word, 
Td aozay &Nacy 3a, found, pure, and 
inadulterated Do@rine, Divine and 
Scriptute Truths ; the Bread of Life, 
of Heavens preparing 3 and not the vi- 
fions of our own Hearts. Unwhole- 
ſome Food breeds Dileaſes, and ſome- 
times encs in Death. "The Shepherd 
were as good ſtarve his Flock, as poiſon 
it. O how dangerous then is blindneſs, 
or giddineſs, or” ſelf-will in a Spiritual 
Guide ! What need have we with un- 
prejudiced minds, to ſtudy the Holy 

Scrip- 
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Scriptures, to take heed of raſhneſs, or 
fingularity in the l Les that we ef- 
ſe > To Warch and Pray for that 


4 | Spirie, of Truth, which is promiſed ns 


' of God. to guide us into all Truth, that 4 
-we do not gather wild Gonras, inſtead > 
of wholeſome Herbs for the Por > 7 
"Miſtakes in matters of Doctrine, where- * 
in the Life of Souls is concerned, are * 


2 


2. They mult be fed with plain Food. 4 
The plaineſt food, ſo int it be whole: | 
ſome, clean, and duely prepar'd, is 2 
the moſt healthy and nouriſhing. The 5 
true Subſtantial Honſhold-bread is fit- 
teſt for the Houſhold of God. Not / 
Airy Notions, nor doubtful Queſtions : 
of Polemical, or State-Divinity, which + 
foment Faatioue and vain janglings, arid © 
fill our Auditors with Wind and Aſhes. 3 
How jealous was the Apoſtle of the * 
Churches which he had planted in the | 
plainneſs and ſimplicity of the Goſpel, 4 
leſt any ſrould ſp'il them thro Philoſophy? # 
Col. 2, 8. The Churches of Chriſt have * 
been but little beholden to School Dij- * 


vinity, which hath proved but as a Gar- « 
| | ment | 


= #3 The Paſtor's Charge, 
ment of Linnen and Vioollen, or as an Ox 
and an Aſs in Coop cnet. Alas? my 
Brethren,. our poor Auditors, for the 
molt part of them, can't digeſt theſe 
quaint Terms. and critical diſtinions; 
they are Husks and Stones to them, 
and not Bread ; that which may nou- 
riſh, or at leaſt pleaſe us, will choak 
thems what may be Orthodox in it 
 felf, and in our ſublimer ſenſe, may be 
- Heterodox, and worſe to them, be- 
cauſe they can't reach ir : and this may 
be one reaſon among others, why our 
LORD choſe not his Apoſtles out 
of the Schools of the Learned, but from 
among the Fiſher-Boats and poor Me- 
' Chanicks ; that the ſimplicity of the Gol- 
pe! might not be !oſt in the Airy Clouds 
of vain Philoſophy. Neithgr doth the 
affected curiofity of flozid, enticing 
words of man's Wiſdom, become our 
+ Sacred Function. Theſe are things to0 
* Carnal, to be bleſt with the demonſira- 
+ tion of the Spirit, and of Power. *T1s 
true, a goune elegance of __ and 

readineſs. of utterance 1s a giir, 
ſerves not to be deſpiſed, bur the more 
it is, or {cems tobe affected, or ſtadied, 
e 


that de- - 


cd w 
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the more it looks like a vain Pomp 
of Words, and loſes both its value and 
efficacy- 


3. Their Food muſt be ſuitable and ſea- 
ſonable; elſe it will breed a Nauſeam, 
flatulent Crudities. and Surfeits. Here- 
in is ſeen very much of the W/;/dom and 
Faitb/ulne(s of a Steward, to give t0 the 

Houſhold, thetr meat in due ſeaſon, Mat. 
24. 45. With what ttrengch of Argu- 
ment doth Pau! cloath this advice of his 
to Timothy, 2 T1m-2.15- Study to ſhew 
thy ſelf approved unto God, a Workman 
that needeth not to be aſtamed, rightly 
dividing the word of Trath, aptly and fſea- 
ſonably 2pplying to every one his Por- 
tion. A word fitly ſpoken, V998R WP 
ſuper rotis ſuis, rorunde, rempeſtive, »& 
guibus mods aici aebet, with the prudent 
obſervation of preſent cixcumſtances, is { 
like topics of Gold in Piftares of Silver. 
_ Nothing can be more Chg or accep- 


table. my is okay of Chr 
t part of the glory Ws 
cy..ot-his Golpe! Miniſtr 
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- a word of InſtruRion'to the A. 
of Conviction to the- Secure 5 of Con- 
futation to Seducers z of Reduction and 
Confirmation to the Seduced, and Weaks 
2nd of Terrour to the Obſtinate and 
Impenitent, and to all rheſe, fo ſeaſon- 
ably, Tuitably, and ponCencly, | that it may. 
not be the caſting of Pearl before Swine, 
To this end a Paſtor muſt ſtudy Men and 
Things, as well as Books and Notions, 
Muſt know, and obſerve, and {ute him- 
ſelf to the ſtate of his Flock 3 and the 
* articular tempers of thoſe whom he 

; th to do. Of ſome have compaſſion, mak- 

- ing. 4 difference. And others ſave with 

” fear, pulling them ont of the fire, hating 
* eventhe Garments ſpotted by the Fleſh, Fud, 

| 22.23, What will heal one, will but ex- 

+ alperace another 3 and what will inflame 
* one will bur awaken another ; and what 

will be hearkened toat one time, will be 

rejeRed at another. Herein is need of 
your bale a F - 26 Patience; and 


: indelagigabl elnd 
I 4 - Their" Food maſt = gently cer 
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A tr” ; feeble and Gckly; 
je to a_thouland. diſeaſegvand 
laters. Vhen-ever we walk among 
je, Nx their © ines 3 of 
ihich- is y=r3 we ſee, to-our wr grieh, 
evident ſymptoms of the fou an 
| iſeaſes they lye in ga 
ſenſe. enough to: complain 
Togd muſt be Medicinal, as well Sir 
ouriſhing. "We had need to be Phy- 
aka as well as Shepherds: Yea, all 
the Shepherds of Chriſt's ſending are 
ſo, Men will not commit the Care of 
their Flocks to ſuch, as can only drive 
» and fleece them ; but to ſuch 
a underſtand what is healthy and beſt | 
or-them, and what their common Ma *© 
adies are, and how to cure them: 
And is not Chriſt as tender of his Flock, 
as Men. are of theirs? See Exzek. $4. 
per totum. There you may read w 
God fays in this caſe, both of his 
Shepherds, and of his Sheep: The 
diſeaſed have ye not ſtrengthened, neither 
bave ye healed that which was ſick, 1 net 
ther uy ye bound L & that wh 
© JCF led. HE? 2 refors 
W in i % pb” ad” 
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it m1 $  yalte. 
rhe proar Sace 
che. lamen 
Dies 0 af kinds. 
and the aveac Diſpleaſure' that 
is: Ee from Heaven againſt TER 
how can it bur kindle our Compal 
fions, and quicken our Zeal, not only 
to bewail the hurt of the Daughter 
of Zion; but® to apply al! thoſe pr 
Remedies, that lye within our . reſpe- 
Five capacities; and humbly to im- 
_ plore the Divine Affiſtance, ro, make 
'all our Medicines and Methods ſuccef- 
ful? Burt. in dangerous and company 
Caſes, how wary and very watchful 
muſt that Phyſician be, makes 
1 of ſhedding Blogd ! Heal- 
ing $iSoor cleanſing, will -bur'ma make 
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| a ſtubling-block, in (me 


are 
#1: And all this muſt bedone; 

1.” Impartially ; both as to Perſons 
and Things... An allowed: partiality is 
inconſiſtent. with (ancericy 3 and as great 


as We 
can lay before the feet of thoſe, that are 
ape to ſtumble. I know *tis hard to 
Fleſh and Blood, to walk upright on fo 
uneven a ground as-we have, now alon 
oye, penn treading; -and- cannot 
lly reſent the Temptations that 
too many are expoſed to, thro' the 
hard circumſtances of their conditions 


ip the World. T all chat looks - 
like partiality, benot fo 3 Prudence di- 


recing, and that with warrant from 
Scripture, to. meke a difference, and- not 
to uſe the ſame Meaſures with one, as 
with another 3 yet the ſelfih Spirit of 
Envy, Cenſoriouſneſs and 

that is in the World, ,is always. teady 
to | 


take offence, 30" Chang. 1 none 
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It concerns us —_— es, they 


Lots :h boly watchfulneſs and on 
reſolution, abandoning all yr 4 Reſpeds, 
_ and a —_— we fo comport 

lves-in all caſes, and cowards all 
—_ as that our hearts may have no 
cauſe to reproach us ſo long as we live. 


| 4; Experiment ally and Praftically, This 
thit. —_— another , reacheſt thou 
not. thy + -Our Pn in their 
moſt 'and of > "and he 
org ſho rſt, 
acht to 4 own _ 


few: 'the heart, they may warms 
reach the hearts 


of our Hearers. Like 
——— we ſhould firſt taſte and 
the Meats that we feed our Chil- 
dren w with. Tis ſhameful and dread- 
fal, for one that is called a Miniſter 
of Chriſt, to be able to ſpeak of 
ritual chings only by hear-ſay, or 
Books. Every Scribe which « inftruft- 
ed wnto the Kingdom of Heaven, i likg 
ano 4 man that is an houſholder, which 


bringeth forth out of bis Treaſure things 
new and old, Marth. 13. 52. 77 Ocoups 


«243 + xag<;, the good Treaſure, or hy 
urp 
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of he heart ; as cap. 12. 35- A 


| j- in the head, and Poiſon 1 the 


heart, is worls chan a Toad 1 L 


bye. ape of e Fe, 
os of Cirilt muſt be Evſempl! ts 


the no 1 Pet. 5. 3- And wherein? 
Is Word, in Converſation, in Charity, in 


Spirit, in Faith, in Purity, 1 Tim. 4. 12. 
Lives muſt teach, as well as 
They muſt Lead, as well as give 

the Word - Command z that they may 

be able to ſay, Be ye followers of ws, 48 

we are alſo of Chriſt. 

3. Prudently, The imprudent 

ment of a Truſt, is one way of ex: ray- 

ing. it. Thoſe that live in a 
tine Age, had need to be oy 
ts. Who then is 4 : Faithful and ni 

Servant ? 3 mas SG $ goiru©, Mat 

24. 45+ Where mm cat an 

yell met, they make the happieſt 

junion in the Heavens of the Chur 


Ae may be learned, and yet not 


ts Liga and Jet not wile 3 
» and yet not diſcreet z good 


cholars, and yet no gogd Pilots 
, but voc according to ka 1D 
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"Tis pity that Chriſtian Prudence ſhould 
be abuſed ; that fo noble and generous 
a Virtue ſhould be enſlav'd, and de- 
generate into Vice ; or that which is ſo 
eminencly uſefol, and abſolutely neceſ- 
fary, ſhould get an ill name. Bur tho' 
it do indeed too often deſerve to be (0 
' cenſured ; yet it is apparent enovgh, that 
thoſe that have the leaſt ſhare of it, are 
the moſt forward, and the moſt unres- 
ſonable in their uncharitable Cenſures. 
"Tis as natural and common for the 
weak ( who are worſt able, and have 
leaſt reaſon ) to Fudge 3 as it is for the 
ſtrong, to Deſpiſe. It concerns us then 
to be very wary that we ſteer aright 
between the two Extreams in this cafe. 
Let our Prudence be founded in an holy 
Integrity, and exerciſed with due re- 
 gard to the Rules of Charity; and 
then we need not value the 'Cenſures 
of Men, nor fear any juſt Cenfures of 
Conſcience. 


4. Diligently, An Office of -great 
Truſt and Importance, requires great 
diligence. Where there are many Ene- 
mies, there muſt be the more as * + 

| . 0 
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No Office in the World is of like im- 
portance to this. Are Princes God's 
Vicegerencs upon Earth ; the Repreſen- 
tatives-and Upholders of his Aathority 
among(t Men? Ic is but in Temporalibus, 
& circa Sacra, The Faithiul Miniſters - 


of Chriſt are his Ambaſſadors, repre- 
ſent his Perſon, and execute his. Office, 


in: the concerns of an higher nature. 
Better. there were neither Princes, nor _ 
People, nor Sun, nor Moon, nor Stars, 

nor Viſtible Heavens, nor Earth, than - 
that -there ſhould be no Goſpel Preache 

to fallen Man 3 no way of Salvation 
opened by and thro? a Saviour z and 
no Means diſcovered of - eſcaping the 
Miſeries, and obtaining the Happineſs 
of that Eternal State in the next Life. 
Better no Temporal Kingdom of Men, - 
than no Spiritual Kingdom of Chriſt 
in the World. Nor is there any other 
Office, or Intereſt in the World that . 
nath ſuch, and ſo many Enemies. That 
Siric of Malignity which was breathed 
from Hell, thrg' that crooked Ser-, | 
pent in Paradiſe, hath leavened the 
whole Maſs of Mankind , and is till 


working in the Children of Diſobedi- 
D 3 ECB. --- | 
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ence. The Dragon and his Angels are 
engaged in this War; Enemies that 
never {lamber nor ſleep; that never 
tire, nor deſert. The Earth is fall, 
and the Air is full; yea not only t 

Heathen World, bur the Church it ſe 

is full of theſe Enemies. And more 
m_ they have to make their Aſſzules, 
| to profecute their Deſtructive 


Counſfels, viſibly and invilibly, by force | 


and by frand, than it is eafte to enume 
rate, or to diſcover. And alas ! what 


mighty, and many, and vigilant, the 
ftrength, or ſtratagems to oppoſe them 
fmall, the time ſhort, the conſequence 
everlaſting, and the loſs irrepairable, 
there is need of Diligence. 


5. Conragiouſly, The Miniſtry is 2 
Warfare ; a Service of hardſhips and 
hazards. 
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hazards. Courage becomes a Souldier 5 
much more an Officer. . The Coward is 
not far from a Traitor. They are com- 
monly principl'd alike, and there is buc 
the odds of a Temptation between 
the one and che other. Conn is the 
Life of a Souldier, and one of the fureſt 
Pledges of Victory. When God ſeac 
forth his Servanc Joſbua, and gave him 
2 Commiſſion to lead his People over 
Jordan, to their promiſed 5 
he had afſured him of his ſpecial - 
ce with him; yet knowing what . 
'sin the heart of che beſt of Men, he 
ſaw it needful to inculcate this Charge 
on him, no lels than chree times in one 
ſhort Speech 3 7oſh. 1. 6. Be ſfbrowug and 
of a good Courage. Only be thou ſtrong and 
very conragious. Verl. 7. Have not 1 com 
manded thee? Be jirong, and of a good 
Courage ; be not afraid, Verl.'9. 
This may ſerve to caution us, both 
of giving way to our own fears.z 
of preſuming on our own ſtrength. 
Bold Peter was as ealily overcome, as 
one of a more daſtardly ſpirit coul 
My Dear Brethren |. 
know I need not"read you-a LeQure 
D 4 of 


# 
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A of Chriſtians Conrige. You have ſeen 


the high and terrible hand, wherewith 
oor God hath led-us theſe thirty years, 
thro* many Temptations and Tryals of 


*AMidion, that have befs]len as in this 


Wilderneſs ;: We will not ſpit on 
God's Rod now, nor aggravate our 
paſt Sufferings to the reproach of the 
Rn of Inftrumenrs 3 but will here 
et up to the L OR D, our Eber-exer, 
who hath hitherto helped | us. And 
from the times that have paſſed over 
us, let us receive inſtruction for what- 
foever-doth yet abide us. *'Tis nece(- 
fary that our Faith and Patience have 
"ep29r 714 awry, their perfect work, their per- 
feting and crowning work : Q Jet 
not - the: preſent Ca/m effeminate our 
- » nor tranſport it 'to any wrath- 
fol Indecencies z but Jet us preſs on, 
with our Loyns always girt in the way 
of our duty, if the will of God be fo, 
prepared with an unſhaken refolution.for 
otter Services, and forer Tryals, than 
yet we have been called unto. 


6. Compaſſionately. O Sirs ! what Ob- 
je is there in the World, that ſo =_ 
#: or 


" 
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+ | for our pity as the wretched 
-_ Soul chat ER hy! hs orgs + 
of | That is ready to | and * 
we | ally for want of. ? That W— / 
blind, and renaing on ry, | 
preſumpruouſ] y on everlaſting deſtry- © 
he | Aion, aad ſporting with his ou - 
nation? That is caught in the ſnares 
Be of the Devil, and cannot eſcape? Or, - 
nd | that is held on the torturing Rack of - 
a ſelf- condemning Conſcience > That 
ir. | i plung'din the amazing Horrours of 
of. | Deſpair, and would gve all the Fans 
« for one glimpſe of "Po. whole cou 
V® | 2nd complaints are able to break an 
Io heart of Flint ? - And £ it-noct with 
© | fach as theſe that we have'to do? Are - 
h. | Ot the moſt of Men in one or ) 
of theſe Extreams? either ſenſlefs, or 
raving? too confiJent, or 00 diffdent w 
7 Are not ſuch as theſe to | 
2 | How can our bowels bar bei pin fo 
them ? _—_ 2. Our w, 
Experience O Cale, can we -: 
make light of it ? Ye, the Relation - 
b. wherein we ſtand —— them, . calls : 
Ws for our compaſſion, as we are their F4- 
Te thers, - their _ cheir Sheph - þ 
rac r TY 
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"their -Phyficiang; '"And what a pattern 
mpaſſionHgve we in our deareſt 
) and Maſter ! wherein it is our 
y and Gloty to imitate him, as 

, did, Phil. :, 8. For God is my re- 
© Ford, how greatly 1 long after you all in 
the bowels of Feſw Chriſte, The. leſs of 
Compaſſion, the more like the Devil. 


_ 7. Patjently. We arehence called of 
God, as Souldiers, to tnilitate in the 
Kingdom and Patience of Jeſus Chriſt; 
nd we muſt expect to endure hardnefs, 
zs our LORD, for our ſakes, and for 
'our Example hath done before us, No 
{fort of Men in the World have more 
- of Patience, than we; and that 
ot” only with relation to them with- 
ont 3 but to them within. From thoſe 
withonez what ſcorn and contempt, 
what {landers and reproaches, what en- 
vy and oppoſition, what plottings and 
perſecutions, arid railing and rage mult 
' we look for? Hpw hard and how] 
muſt we labour to 'recover one dea 
Soul to life? What difficulties muſt 
we break thro' to reſcue one poor Sheep 
our of the Dens of the Thieyes, Gr 
k 


aud the Peoples Boy: vw" 
the Beaſts of Prey # 0 HCG 
we of Patience, to deal with blind, 

oud, gracelets, Fes hens 
Weld we = the World the Jow- 
nals "of onr Warfare; we might pro- 
dace a Piece of the ſame kind with 
that of the Apoftle ; 2 Cor. 11.23, &c. 
But beſides thoſe rhings that are with- - 


-out, that which cometh unto us daily 


the Care of the Churches committed | 
God to ns : How many weak ones ? 
how many froward, paſſionate, ſelfith, 
luke-warm and diſorderly ones have we © 
to exerciſe our Patience with? YVhen . + 
God's time was come, according to his - 
Promiſe, to lead that froward, murmy- - 
ring, unſtable People out of Egypr, he 
choſe one of the meekeſt and 
Men then upon Earth to do it,” 
12. 3. Is not this one of the_ 
rious and uſeful Pieces of obr , 
Panoply, both as Chriſtians, as Mi- - 
niers? Which is giverrus in particular 3 
= ? I 7 Ath Tp $3. ns | 
ich we ſhoul right by daily : 
exerciſe > O what fad work ſhall wil p 
make, tience once get the Reins - 


if. 
of us? And hath not lopg Experience to - 
Oup--: 
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our ſorrowizbught us, that whatever the 
voce vs be, fretting» and ſtorming, 


ous repartees,are a poor kind of revenge, 
- andas unſucceſsfh},, as it is an irrational 
” way to help it- A man's prevailing Paſ- 
fion is bis weakneſs z which, if one have 
charity for himſelf, he will be careful 
to ſuppreſs and conceal :- much leſs 
ſhould he, that is a Teacher of others, 
_ the Pulpit with the proclamation 
it. 


8. Laſtly, Perſeveringly. He that hath 
t his hand to God's Plow, muſt not 


ook back- Tho the work be hard and. 


painful, the difficulties great, the 
gdiſcouragements many 3 yet we muſt hold 

Wd bold on, and hold. out, know- 
| 00 we {hall reap in due ſeaſon, if 
we fame not. We, unto whom this (a- 
- cred Office is, according to Scripture 
Order committed, have our Ears bored 
* to the Poſts of God's SanRuary, for ſer- 
- vice, durante vit4; nor can'any Creature 
or Authority upon Earth legally diflolve 
thisBond,or ſuperſede this Commiſſion,un- 
le(s it be in caſe of a Criminal forteicure, 

as 


- 


yourhfu] or Caprici- 


27. or of a Natural gr. Moral Ing 
ty of diſcharging the Duties, 
ſwering the Ends of the Office. 
Reaſon is plain 3 —_ the Office and* 
Commiſſion is primarily, and fundamen- 
tally from God, and not from man: 
Neither may any one that is: lawfully 
called to,and inveſted with it,voluntarily 
deſert, or alienate himſelf from it, with- 
out the dreadful guilt of Sacrilege, Apo- 
ſtacy, and Perjury: A diſpenſation of the 
Goſpel is committed unto me, {ays St. Paul, 
and a neceſſity is (thereby )laid upon me ; 
therefore, Ho unto me, if I preach not the 
Goſpel, 1 Cor. 9.16, 17. As for any par- 
ticular Exceptions in ſome rare and ex- 
traordinary caſes: * Where- | 

in itmay be lawful for a man .. 5*#&#.G. 


Pa) 


to lay aſide his Miniſterial >- _—_ Ns 


Fanction. I ſhall not here þ. 1g. 
mention, nor ſhall I now ex- 8, 
amine how far, and in what caſes it is 


both lawful, prudential, and expedient ' 
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a8 was thag-of Abiather, 11 Kings 2: 26, 


for the Churches peace and ſafety , to 


grm_e the torrent of a Tide, and 
or a as 


raſon 00 Beyane Bn WEARER þ 
and exerciſe of the Miniſtry a - 
| a cCaiE 
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- acaſe thathath been, and for ought we 


know; or for ought we have at 
hands deſerved, may again be. _ 


But I ſhall wave this Queſtion , nn-| 
leſs I were particularly call'd to it, and 
ſhall conclude this Chaprer , with the 
Sixth Peritiowof our LORD's Prayer : 
Lead us n0t into temptation, but deliver m 
from evils «mn 7 movips. 


CHAP. 


$t 
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CHAP. TT. 


The Second Part of the Paſtor's 
Cbarge , viz. To govern and rule | 
The Flock. 


2. THE other, and indeed the more 

difficult and obnoxious part of + 

our Miniſterial Work, is to rule, to 

exerciſe the Authority that 'is given © 

— E the Lord, as Shepherds over his 
ock. 

This was what I had neither time, 
nor mind to diſcourſe of in the Pulpit 5 
nd egperptny biog 

EVILY, an intes COR» _ 
ſcious of my own , and WW: 
of the uſe that ſome are like to 
ake of what I muſt ay, if I fy ap | 
thing) did not the ſenſe of my Duty.@b- 
Xp to accept of the Burthen 'thae 
is laid upon me, and to diſcharge it with 
that ſincerity, and impartiality (accor- 
ding to the meaſure that is giyen me of 
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God, for his Churches Service) as doth 


become one that deſires to be found faith- 


I confeſs my heart cannot but ſhrink 
at the Ars van of entring into this 
. rough and thoray Province, this Seat of 
* War, where I fee (o many Parties en- 

| Bag d, 'd, and Swords drawn at . one ano- 


. God knows, and my Brethren are my 
- Witneſſes, that this is not a Work 0 
- "my own ſeeking ; nor am I come as an 
Advocate of any of the contending par- 
ties, bur with an earneſt defire, and de 
fign of Peace and Truth: In the profe- 
cutiona whereof [I ſhall purpoſely (as far 
- as poſſible) decline any uſe of the (enti- 
meats, or {| of ſuch as have been 
on this Argument ; and confine 
{elf to thoſe Oracles of the divinely 
and revealed Truth in che Holy 
; the Rule which at laſt we 
; © be rminnd by, if ever de 
well determined. \ ade 
| ball way) putteth in 


wii as he hall "pleaſe ro ge 
_ 


at 
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ſider before they cenſure. 


Should I pretend to aſſume the whole 
Queſtion of Church-goverament, ir 
would (well into a volume ; whereas I 
intend this one (hore Chaprer, for 
what I ſhall now ſay on this Subjects and 
therein as little as I canz-which yet to 


eh, - 


let thoſe thatare otherwiſe minded, con- 


ſome perhaps my ſeem too much z and 
e. 


toothers too litt | 
I ſhall not ſpend any time in writing 
ium of Government, either: 


and neceſfity, whereof the whole ratio- 
val world is experimentally ſenſible. , 

But of Government there are divers 
kinds; according to the diverſity-hoth 
of the matter and form of it- 

_ That which we are now to confider, 
is the Ecclefiaſtical, or the Govera- 
ment of the Church, and Houſe of God 
ia the World, The Apo/tle..tells us, 


There ® 10 Tower but of God ;. the 4 


Powers that be, are ordained of God. Whe- 
foever therefore reſiſteth, reſifteth the Ordie 
nance of God, Rom. 13. 1, 2. The Pow- 

| crs 


b 1, or particular, which hath been- 
dcne by many others, of the uſefulne 
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ers ifuria; Poreftares. Governments "that 
are amongſt men, are God's Ordinance, 
tho all the evil ways of climbing into ir, 


and male-adminiſtration of it, or impru- 


dent circumſtances in the conſtitution of 
it, be not of God, butof men. Bur if 
all the Powers and Governments of che 
world be of God, then hath he not left 
his Church, which is his peculiar King- 
dom, without Government. . Burt- the 
Queſtion is not, Whether Ecclefiafcical 
t-in the general be jure divi- 
0: but whether there be any particular 


what that Form is. 

This is the T? C#71ue, the Nodmns vindi- 
C6 dignine. 

are ſome that deny there is any 
Form of Church-Governmenr, appoin- 
ted of Chriſt under the New- Teſtament, 
but thart it is left ro be modified by the 
Rules of Human Prudence, and Diſcre- 
tion- But then ſuch would do well co 
let us know when, and where, and to 
whom the Lord Jeſus Chrift hath com- 
mitted this Power of Legiſlation, and 
eſtabliſhing the Forms of Government 
to his Churches 'Tis true, _ are 
ome 


Form of this Governmenc that is (o, amd. 


— 
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ſme Circumſtantials of Government, 
that are, and muſt be left to the Diſcre- 
tion of Governors, to be adapted, 


| porenatd, to the preſent ſtate of the 


Governed. But if the Eſſentials of Go- 
vernment be left to the wiſdom and 
will of men, then are the Churches in a 
yery i]l caſe. Nor do I know how we 
ſhall be able to prove, That as Moſes 
was faithful in all the houſe of God, as 4 


bis own houſe, Heb. 3. beg tha 
was fo, de fafo, in the buſinefs of Go- 
yernment and Diſcipline 2 well as in 
Doarine and Worſhip, and (iti Rion 
3x 
to prov” m t 
Whence I conclude, that the Govern- 
ment of the Church is appointed of 
Chriſt in the Holy Scriptures, in /pecie, 
as well as in genere. | 

Of thoſe that are thus far agreed, 
there 2re yer divers Opinions, and Pare 
ties 5 ſome are for this Form of Govern- 
ment 3 others for that ; the Reaſons of * 
which diſagreement are commonly ſome 
ſuch chiogs as theſe. 


iſt. 
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iſt. An invincible ignorance of the true 
ſenſe of the Scriptures in this Point ;, and 
the very mind of Chriſt, and bis Apoſtles in 
them. | 

Charity obliges me to believe, that 
there are very many of moſt of the 


ooanng Parties, that would readily, 
and\ cheerfully acquieſce in the Senty- 


ments of cheir Oppoſers, could they but 


overcome the Reaſons, which they think 
they. have truly and rightly drawn from 
the Scriptures, to be otherwiſe minded : 
And yet it is mot certain, that there is 
grofs and affeted ignorance enough - 
mong the Contenders of all fides : And 
| are the perſons that are. wont to be 
moſt fieree and confident. The miad of 

wilt is 10 it (ſelf but one, and can be 
no more 3. therefore our diſagreement 
about it neceſſarily concludes our Igno- 
rance, or ſomething worſe on the one 
fide, or the other. 


2. The netural fondneſs that men have 

for-their own Ways and Lujts. 
Though there is no Government in 
the World of ſo pure a nature, or firm 
a tEX- 
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2 texture , or conſtitution, but that it 
may be abusd to the ſervice of baſe 
ends, and private intereſt; yer there 
2re fome Modes and Forms of -Govern- 
ment, that are in themſelves more dire- 
Aly accommodated , by the Policy of 
the Compilers, and Founders of them 
to ſuch purpoſes - And ſuch are they 


| eſpecially , that are -of mens deviſing, 


and obtruding on the Spiritual Kingdom 
of Chriſt. For Uſurpers ( be ſure ) 
will always frame their Laws, and Me- 
thods, in favour of their own Deſigns: 
And were there nothing elſe but private 
Intereſt and Defign among the Parties 
concern'd, that difference that is amengſt 
men, on this account, muſt needs bean, 
occalion of contention. But much more © 
muſt ſuch as are acted by Pritcipies of 
true Conſcience and Integrity, thiak 
themſelves bound to proteſt againſt all 
ſuch politick and carnal Forms of Go- 
vernment. 


3. The Greſs Abuſe, and Degene- 
racy of a good and well ordered Govern- 
ment. 


The 
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The pureſt and moſt durable Metal, if 
not well kept, will in length of time 
= and ruſty, and look very un- 
ike it ſelf, and then it will be queſti- 
on'd and quarrell'd at, and deny'd to be 
what in truth it is: And the ſame fate 
are the beſt Governments in the World 
ſubje& to. As was the Kingly Goverr- 
ment among the A/rians in the days of 
— and among the Romans, 
in the days of Targuinius Superbus : And 
ſo it hath been of ſeveral other Forms 
of Government amongſt men. The beſt 
and moſt ſacred Conſticutions that ever 
were in the Earth , by their abuſe haye 
fallen under the Odium and contempt of 
the more inconſiderate part, that are apt 
to luſt after new things, and know not 
how to reſtore the old to their Origi- 
.nal reitude; as befel the Theocracy of 
God's own appointment, 154m. 8. 5 and 
7. But were the Argument good from 
the abuſe of a thing againſt the uſe of 
it, 'twere ealy to argue our elves 
into- the groſleſt Abſurdities in Nx 
rure 


Now if we would rightly underſtand 
what that Form of Government i, chat 
r 
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Chriſt hath choſen for his Churches un- 
der the Goſpe), we muſt conlider what 
the Snbje&t of the Government. is, or 
the matter which is to be inform'd by it. 
'Tis not enough to {ay the Church, 
which is vox ambigna; but we muſt di- 
ſringuiſh : Nor is it neceſlary for me to 
take-notice here of all the DiſtinRions 
the Word is capable of, or that have 
_ by ſome others, impoſed on 
tt. AS, 


1. The Church Occumenical; to 
which the Pope ſo arrogantly and faſly 
lays a claim of Supremacy. Or, 


2dly. The Church National ; of 
which that Eminent Servant of Chriſt, 
Mr. Baxter hath given ſo Rational, and 


Scriptural an account ; and which (that 


I know) is not by any one, as yet, an- 
{wered. Or, | 


- 3dly. The Church Provincial; which 
is the Conſtitution and Union of the 
particuiar Churches, within the limits 
of the Province, into one diſtin& Po- 
litical Body, or Sacred Polity, m_ 

E 
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the general. inſpeRion and Authority of| - 


one Ecclefiaſtical Head, "either fngle, 
or colletive: Or, 6. 


4ly. The Prevbyterial, Claſſical, Collegi- 
ate, Dicceſan, &c. whichl take as Synoni: 
mous , and includes all the particular 
Congregations within the bounds of fuch a 
Diwiſion. Or, q 


5ly. The Congregational, made up of 
one Paſtor, with his people, and neceſf: 
{ary Officers. | 


Theſe are the DiſtinRions given ac- 
cording to the Common Diviſion that hath, 
for Order fake, been made of the 
Church. ... 

Bae the only Diſtintion which I ſhall 
now a little animadvertwpon, is this ; 

The Rulers of the Church, and the 
Reds and hall ſpeak to the Laſt 

rſt. 


The Ruled. And herein ſhall anſwer 
theſe three Queſtions. 


I, Who 


ho 


- | Rod of the Law is made ; an 
Rulers and Ruled are equally ſubje& to 
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.-1-, Who they are » | 
2, $ whow | a: wuſt be'ru- 
3. By What Laws. ***: | 
Q; 1. Who they are that muſt” be ru: 
led ? | 
S. The Anſwer, in ral, is what 
Paul Wives 3 laco a Hor | 3-4: ion 
vyh every Soul. He thats Not ſubject 
to the good Government of that Politicgd 
Body, civil , or facred,” whereunt 


nto.h 
ſands related as a Member, and-+by 
which/he ought to be comprehended, is 
arquos x) £yuT'o]axles the Lawlels and 


bedient, for whom the*Bridle and the 
ſo both 


the Laws, though not the ſame Laws of 
Government, but according to the dif- 
ferent” Capacities, ordexs, and{Relation 


wherein they are placed in the Oecono- 
my of the Church. Though the Rwlers 
2nd the -&«/ed cannot be the lame, ſub 


eodem reſpetu; yer in, divers»re 

they may , and ought ; Thouſe that are 

Rulers of fome, muſt be ruled by others: 

$o then the Ruled part, of which am 

rſt to ſpeak, is twofold ; oh [ | 

and the Laity ; or the Miniſters and et 
E people 
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Peoples according to the duplicity of 
theGovernment z to which, as Church- 
Members they ſtand- related ; which is 
i general and common, or ſpecial 
and proper. 

TheRulers and Officers of the Church, 
as thoſe of Armies, and Common- 
wealths or Kingdoms, are, or ought to 
be unv #uoier, men under Author ty, and the 
Faws of 2 Polity, that is proper-to 
them" as ſuch, as well as the people, 
whom they govern by the Laws that are 
fitted for them :; I ay, under Authority, 
ind charnort only, and immediately unto 

iſt, but alſo unto men; even ſuch 
rg the Supream Legiſlator, and 
ord , hath Commiſſioned to rule 
for, and _ under him , in his Church, 
This fees to me» to have... been one 
great iſtake, and the ground of a thou 
mote ; 'That the Miniſters of 

the Goſpel have, and hold their 
Authority in the Church , only from 
Chriſt is capirez ſo as to conclude 
an equality, and co-ordination of Paſtors 
"Tis true, the general Patent and Grant 
of che Office is originally, and immedi 
ately from Chriſt z but the parcice 
iſtr- 
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and | point of Government, is to pluck 
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ditriburion of Commiſſion is not hy 
bac from ſuch hands as are entruſted 

oo era ay pay tl he it on others 5 
2nd unto whom, that receive 
ought co be accounta . for their w 

or male-adminiftration of it. -- Atl 

that are duly qualify'd,. and call'd.to bs 
Maiſtry , are equally - Miniſters 


Chriſt, 5. e. one is not more a 
than another ; nor meerly, as ſuch, baye 
they greater power one than another z 
$4]! men in theWorld are equally men, 
God's Creatures, and partakers 0 
man Nature : But from hence to deny 
ſubordination of one to another , 
up 
Government in the World by the roots, 
adturn the whole Creation into Agarchy, 
and worſe than; its | firſt  Tobt vebohs x 
which is one of the maddeſt Principles 
that ever was ſuggeſted to the Rational 
Nature, by that grand Author- of con- 
falion. Let it be conſidered,” that the 
- of the Church of Chriſt, or the 
_y , as for diſtinction they are com- 
monly call'd ,- are a particular-diſtin& 
—_— y and Society of men, as 
or Layity a — ay + 
cy 
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And as it pg Ne ar Armies, .and 
other ſecular Governments in the world, 

the Officers are a ſeparate Political Bo- 
-y and Community of -themſelves, di- 
frint from the reſt; and if fo, then 


—— ro have their proper Polity 


and Government as ſuch : a Government 
peculiar and diſtinct; from that of the 
people, and which is calid Hi- 
erarchy, only ««r' Z1w. And that it 
ever hath been, and always mult ve fo, 
is not hard to prove. 

I. That it hath been ever ſo, ſince 
Chriſt hath had a Church upon the 


Fe 


© Earth; Ifay a Church, organically con- 


ſirurec and politically govern d. Such 


vt of Moſes and Aaron; That the 
Miniſters under the Old Teſtamenr, the 
Prieſts .and Levites, were a diſtin& Bo- 
dy, yea, and to avoid confuſion, adi- 
ſtin& ? Tribe, purpoſely ſo choien df 
God; and + Big they had their diſtin 
Polity and Government, of God's own 
appointing, and "that with a great day 


the Jews under that of the} 
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of caution and particularity, even to 
very minute circumſtances, /in all the 
ders, Degrees, and Courſes of their 
ſecration , and Miniſtration. FT 
would think it needleſs for me to ( 
time to demonſtrate; Thoſe that have 
any acquaintance with the Sacred Hiſto- 
ry of that Charch, cannot be qnoreng 
br ty 


of this. And this was both the , 
and the ſtrength and ſecurity 


that , 
Church: che Hedge that God made + 


about his Vineyard. And as they were 
a diſtin Body, as Clergy, ſeparate from 
2ll the other Tribes; ſo they had their 
proper Government and Oec > 
the Prieſts of the Houſe of Aaron, 
Rulers 3 and the reſt of the para 
Ruled. And that it was fo under 


' Goſpel too from the beginning, is ve- 
| ry evident. Our blefſ&d LORD, when 


be began, with his Miniſtry, to lay the 
Foundations of the new Feruſalem, the 
Goſpel Church, what could be more 


plainly diſtinguiſhing, than his chuſing * ? 


the ſelect number of Twelve, asone Su- 
periour Order of Miniſters 5- and of Ses 
venty, whom he ſent forth to Preach 


_the Goſpel, as an Order inferionr to 
E the 


3 


7 


=. 
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the Twelve? Tho' their general Office 
Commiſhton , as Preachers, were 
both the fame, which made them of ong 


Body and Society as-(uch, bur of a diffe-- 


rent Order and Degree; and theſe as 
plainly and politically diſtinguithed from 
the _—_ _ _ iſciples, as 
any one policic iety, or Compa- 
F ny of Men inthe World is from another, 
And thus they have been ever fince, 
- withall the —_ in the my uy 
as a particu mpany an y 
Menz on the account of their Holy 
Calling, ſeparate and diſtinct from the 
Common People 3; and as ſuch, have a 
Govehumnnt, of _—_ ow Inſticgcinl 
proper peculiar to them. o not 
iak char the exact number of Twelve, 
or ' of Seventy, doth at all concern us 
Gentiles ; but that which is in it com- 
men both to Jews and Gentiles concerns 
as as well as them. What the Priefs 
were to the Levites, that the Twelve 
were to the Seventy. Yea and among 
the Twelve there ſeems to be a diffzrence 
| both of Order and Degreg. Tho! 7 
rer was not the Pajnceps Apoſftolorum, he 
Was the Primus Di/cipulorum, the Seniour 
0 


th; 
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of that School, or Colegiuam Presbytero> + 
7m, and next in Dignity, under Chriſt  : 
his LORD and Matſter; for we find that 
Peter was the Perſon, unto whom 1 
did immediately direct all his 
that concerned them in common : that 
when the Twelve, or any part of them 
are mention'd, if Peter were one, he 
was. always named” firſt, Yea, and 
Matthew, - in his Catalogue, does not 
only name him firſt, but gives him the 
Title of 7js73}, which, for oughe I 
w, is as much as Te*5%s, or Preſes. 

«Neither, tho' this be granted, will it 
at all ſcrengthen, or favour the arrogant 
claim of the Biſhop of Rome, to be Pts 
ter's Succeſſor, For Peter himſelf was 
call'd the 757%, not with relation 
the Church Univerſal, of which Ghri 
_ is on res, but with mg 

at, particular Society, or Coleginmn, Qi 
which he was then a Member. For 
when the frame and Oeconomy of that 
particalar Society was diflolved, as. it 
was by the Death of Chit, Peter was 
nao more a4 7p#7%, a Primatetogr Preſidetnty 
than any of the other Eleven were. 


E 4 2. That 
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\ 2. Fhat it muſs be a'ways ſo. And 
great reaſon there 1s for this. 

"7. Becauſe Chriſt hath inſricoted it 
by his . own practice. and example, as 
appears by what? hatch been-now ſaid; 
and what Chriſt hach once inſtituted, 
may not by man be abrogated, or al. 
tered. 

2: Becauſe there is perpetual need of 
it : I neednot deſcant upon this 3 Dole- 
ful Experience tells us, to our ſhame, 
that _chere 'is no Society, or—Body of 
menin the World, that have more need 


of che Reins of Government, than the' 


Miniſtry. Hath every Company of Ply- 
ficians, Chirurgeons, Merchants, Apo- 
thecaries, Taylors, Drapers, Shoema- 
kers, Victuallers, Vintners, Bakers, 
Brick-layers, &c, need of a Govern- 
ment peculiar to their reſpective Com- 

ies and Profeffions, in the belt go- 
verned Towns and Corporations ? [ 
would I ' could fay, that Miniſters have 
not much more; whoſe Errours and 
Aiſcarriages of {adder conſequence 
| than any of theirs aforementioned. If 
- every Miniſter, as ſuch, be immediate- 
ly yader Chriſt, as to Government, 
(which 


Prey IT, x. 5-15 I-AA . 


W—_ 


LD on AS een cos tas. nic. owe > wa 


the Apoſtles, le bo _u 


and the Pekin Doth ; Kl 
( m__ be, their. 
W cannot carl Fog hn bam, 2 


cCommiſhon immediate 


LEES EE 
ependent in is : 
Konple "of Tyranny can | 


this What wider Gatecan there be 
n wy the _ LEI > 
in what a caſe then poor 
Churches 2 This is to pull dowh one* ; 
Tyrant, and to ſer hap many * 
and to make every Novice a Lord over ' 
Gods Heritage. r 
S Queſt. 2. By whom muft they be ru-- 
? 
Sol. Not by themſelves ſure, . that's 
plain 4narchy, and utterly inconſiſtent - 
with any Form of Political Goverament; - 4 
(which the Quakers themſelves would | 
ſoon be weary of (as in Penſilvenia,. they - 4 
lay, they vein to be) were they not, -. « 
in deſpight of their irrational Princi 3 
preſerv'd from ven miſchievous conle--- 
quences of them. by the common be- -- ? 
nefit of che Government they here live -. 
vader) but they muſt be rul'd by the: : 4 
Authority, which God hath fet ovep-: 
them, and every one, both Paſtors and. : 


E.5 People » 


_ 
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People,by thr own immediate Officers; 
Obey then ar bave the rule over Jon, 2 
ſubmit your ſelves, Heb, 13.17. who 
and co Govern in his Hotfe z bur choſe 
' whom he calls his Stewards his Miniſters, 
þ into whoſe hands he hath committed the 
Keys of Government ? Neither hath he 
the Ruling Power, or any part of 

- it between them and the People; nor 
could it have been conſiſtent with the 
honour of his Wiſdom, or the Intereſt 
andPeace of his Churches to have done it. 
I wilt give unto Thee (not one. bur both) 
the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven, Mat. 
26. 19. That theſe are the Keys of Do- 
 Qrine and Diſcipline, appears by the ex- 
lication of it in the next words. Whar- 
oever thou ſhalt bind on Earth, ſhall be 
bond in Heaven, which is the exercile of 
the Anthority given him. Neither is 
this Power of Government given to Pe- 
zer Excluſively, nor as 2 private Diſciple, 
as a publick Miniſter, and publick 
Officer in the Church of Chriſt; and with 
him to all the reſt of his Brethren in che 
{ame Office,for them and for their Succeſ- 
fors, Mat. 18. 18, Who is it that Chriſt 


means by the fairhſul and wiſe Steward?Lu | 


12,52, 


iſt hath ſer tro Rule - 
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12.42, Is it not the fame,that the-Apalile: * 
means, I Cor. 4. 1. The Minjfters of- 
Chriſt; and Tit. 1. 7. 4 Biſhop #wſt be - 
blameleſs, as the Steward of © God. | 
this"is the Sreward, whom his Lord (hal 
make Ruler over his Honſhold, to give thems 
their portion of meat in due ſeaſon. So 
that the Government of his Church is 
eſtabliſhed by Chriſt, in the hands of. * 
his Miniſters, on whom he breathed che 
Holy-Ghoſt, to qualifie them for,. and 
carry them thro* all the work, both or- © 
dinary and extraordinary, whereto he - 
ſent them, Foh. 20. 22, By this it ap- _ 
pears in the genera], in whoſe k 
immediately under Chriſt, the govern- 
ing power doth-lye z notin the People, 3 
butin the Miniſters of the Goſpel, who / 
alone are [is Srewards, and unto whom, 
2t his departure, he delivered the Keys 
of . his Houſe, and of all the Proviſions 
and Treaſures in it. And who are fome- 
times, in the New Teſtament, call'd 
his 4mbaſſadors, or Meſſengers; ſome- 
times Biſhops, or Overſeers; ſometimes 
Presbyters, or Elders; (ometimes Pro= + 
eftores, or Rulers, which are but ſeveral 1} 
Names and Titles given to mc the - 
me 
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fame fort of nien. Fknow no point in 


viz. That Chriſt hath join'd the Teach- 
ing-and Ruling Authority together, and 


com 
ſame 
} edtogether, let no man pur aſunder. 
- Queſt. 3. By what Laws muſt theybe 
" ruled ? -*; 
Sol. Not by Laws of mens deviſing; 
" which they are wont to accommodate 
* to the ſervice of their own Inclinations 
- and Ends; but by the written Laws of 
+ his own preſcription. The Oeconomy 
* Is Spixitua Divine, and ſo muſt the 
Laws be, by which it is adminiftred. 
Other Foundation can 10 man lay, than 
« that is laid, which is Teſus Chriſt, 1 Cor, 
3. 11. The Foundation of Government 
and Diſcipline, as well as of Doctrine 
” and Worlhip, is laid by Jeſus Chriſt 


In either of theſe, entrenches on Chriſt's 
, Prerogative, and ſhall do ic to his own 
peril. Tho' in the neceſſary Circumſtar 
rials of all theſe, humane Prudence and 
+ Authority hath a determining power, 

for the Order, Peace, and Editication 
0 


Scripture-more plain| aflerted, than his, 


mitted it, in conjunction, to-the 
hands. But what God hath join- 


and whoever lays any other Foundation 
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of the Church ; bur nor to irs deſtruRi- 
on, or diſturbance. I ſay, the neceſſary 
Circumſtantials ; but unneceflarily to. 
maltiply Circumſtantials, under the No- 
tion of Indifferents, and on'pretence of 
Decency or Authority, is a very unaccep- 
table, and offenſive piece of Superſti- 
tions and to impole them, as the indif- 
penſible terms of Communion, on ſuch 
35 are not ſatisfied about them, is not 
the leaſt Inſtance of Church-Tyranny. 
Church Officers are but Chriſt's Depu- 
ties, and not Lords of Gods Heritage s 
2nd therefore mult rule by Chriſt's Laws; 
For he is our Jndge, our Law-giver, and 
our King, Iſa. 33- 22. Our Power is bur 
to execute; 'tis he that muſt mak 
and give the Laws. And what theſe 
Laws are, and where to be found, I 
need not ſay. the Holy Scriptures are 
his Statute-Eook ; If they ſpeak not ac- 
cording to this Rule, it is becauſe there 
isno light in them. 

2. The Rulers. If there be ſome to 
be ruled, there muſt be others to Rule. 
Relata ſe ſimul ponunt & tolluntz & gui 
novit unum Relatirum, novit & alterum. 
Yet here it will be enquired, who are 
thoſe that are to Rule ? I 
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I ſhall not take notice of the Reg] 
Power, or how far, it being Chriſtian, 
it extends both over Pzſtors and Pe: 
ple, not only as Civil SubjeRs, but as 
Chriſtian Churches; and not only jn 
the things of men, but in the things 
of God ; but ſhall refer my Reader fox 
this to Mr. Baxter, of National Church. 
Es, and to others that have written of 
it, it being forreign ro my preſent Text. 
But as Paſtors and People are two di- 
ſtin& Politiczl Bodies, ſo there muſt 
be two diitint Forms of Government 
proper to each of them. I hall ſpeak, 

1. Of the People. Theſe are to be 
rul'd, and not to rule in the Houſe of 
God. 1 know this is an hard fayin 
and that there are many that can badly 
bear itz nor would I thus diſpleaſe 
them, could I help it, and yet be faith- 
ful. Thoſe that are for a Democracy, 
ſeem to be guided by the ſame Spirit, 
as they were, Numb. 16. 3. Who gather- 
ed themſelves together againſt Moſes and 
ageinſs Aaron, and ſaid unto them, ye 
take too much upon you, ſeeing all the Con- 
gregation is holy, every one of them. Wheres 

fore then lift ye up your ſelves above the Cons 
gregation 
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gegation of the LORD ? That the Tribe 


of Reuben ſhould be guilty of ſuch a 
thing was not ſo ſtrange ; bur great pity 
it was, that any of the Tribe of Levi 
ſhould conſpire with - them. There is 
no Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, thar' can 
conſent to ſuch an Uſurparion, and be 
innocent, and true to the Truſt, com- 
mitted ro him. Let thoſe that are for 
the Peoples ruling in the Church of 
Chriſt, thew us when and- where the 
Keys of Government , or any one of 
them, was put into any of their hands. 
Where G6id our LOR D make them 
2rtners wich us in the Government of 

bis Charch 2 Or what part of the Go- 
verning Office and Work was it that he 
aligned to them? Herein I am forry _ 
that I muſt Gifſent, not only from Men 
of an inferiour Note, and more Hete- 
rodox Principles, but from the Learned 
Calvin t09, and almoſt all that follow 
him. For I .couid never, yet find in 
Scripture any fuch Officer as a non- 
preaching ruling Elder, appointed of 
Chriſt, or of his Apoſtles in the Church. 
The one and only Officer that Chriſt 
himſelf made, was the A” of his 
/} Word, 


we 
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Word, the Evangelical Paſtor, whoſe 
work was to feed and to rule the Flock, 
To which the Apoſtles afterward added 
the Office of the Deacons, as "Servants 
to them, and Helps in the meaner part 
of their work, as may be ſeen, 44.6, 
begin. and as Moſes did, for the eafe of 
his Government, by the advice of Fe- 
thro, Exod. 18. 18, &c, Which, tho' it 
be Apoſtolical, yer cannot be faid to 
be Primarily, but only Secundarily ure 
Divino. The Scriptures that are alledg- 
ed in favour of this Ruling Lay Elder, 
do not (as I think) prove any ſuch cor- 


clufions; which I tha!l now examine, 


and leave all to the con{tder ztion of ſuch, 
as can without prejudice, weigh what I 
am noiv, bold to offer. One Text we 
have, Rowe. 12.6,7, 8. To which I have 
this exception. If the 5 mpiizturcr, | He 
that ruleth be here mention'd as a diſtin& 
Officer in the Church, then why not all 
the reſt > of which we have theſe ſeven 
in this one &eripture, viz. he that pro- 
phefiech : he thac minilireth : he that 
teacheth : he that exhorteth : he that 
iveth : he that ruleth: and he that 
| <a mercy. . But if we go to work 
in 
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in this way, how will Offices be mulri- 


| plied in the Church, beyond all that 


was ever intended or imagined ? And 
then, 1 Cor. 12. 28, 29, 30. where we 
have no leſs than nine mention'd,. among 


which we find w£C:priows, which they - 


would have to fignifie the Ruling Lay- 
Elder ; and. ſo we would believe too, 
could they” prove, that all the reſt here 
mentioned were ſo many Offices in the 
Church. They in6&t very confidently 
on theſe words of fanction, 534 5 ©:05, 
God hath fet and appointed 3 but why this 
word, which hath undeniably an equal 
relation” to all, ſhould make, or, prove 
one- to be-an Office, and not another, [ 
confeſs. is a depth chacd am-got able to 
fathom. Here..(as I think) the» great 1 
miſtake lies ; thar Gifts and Offices are 
confounded. The Apoſtle 1 Cor. 12. 4, 
5, 6. very plainly diſtinguithes between 
Gifts, Aadminiſt' ations, and Operations, 
YaetT er, 14 101044 10 (44m. Where by 
Gifts are meant the Abilities beſrowed 
upon the Offices, or Adminiſtrations in 
order to the operations, or effects of 
them, to the edifying of the Church. 
Now in the fore-mention'd Scriptures 

we 
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we find a diverſity of Gifts and Opera- 


tions 3 but Gifts and Offices are not the ||. 


Mme. 
But there is one Scripture more, 

" which hath been already quoted, on the 
- Dodtrinal part of this Ditcourſe, which 
ſeems to ſpeak morefully to their pur- 
_ and to make a diſtintion between 
ching and Ruling Elders, viz 

x1 Tim.5. 17. Lee the Elders that Rule 
well be accounted worthy of double honour, 
eſpecially they who labour im rhe Word and 
Dottrine. Much uſe hath been made of 


this Text to little purpoſe; I ſhall.nor. 


now mention any of all that I have ſeen, 
and read of it ; but give you,as God hath 
enabled me, the rue ſenſe of this Scrip- 
; ture, and let the unprejudiced Reader 
e 


And that we may underſtand the 
_ of Chriſt in it, we will conſfi- 

cr, | 

I. By whom, and to whom this Di- 
reccion was given. 

It was by the Apoſtle Paul. the great 
planter of the Churches of the Gentiles, 
and who, as an Apoſtle. had Poer and 
Authoricy to order and determine - 

e 
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the afftirs that concern'd the Diſcipline 


: and Government of the Churches of his 


own planting. Both this, and the other 
iſtle was written by him to Timorhy, 
he left as his Subſtitute, or 
with Apoſtolical Power under him 
in the Church of Epheſus, ro ordain Preſ- 
byters as there ſhould be occaſion, and 
to diſpoſe of the Dignities and Reve 
naes of the Church to-fuch as were moſt 
worthy of them, and would beſt im- 
prove them to the Glory of Chriſt, and 
the Churches benefit. And for the ſame. 
end it was that he left Tirw in Crere, as 
his Subſtitute, or Overſeer in that iſland, 
as _— r. 5. So thar this advice 
was not ſenr-to the people, nory'to the 
Inferior Presbyrers, who were to be or- 
dered by ic, but to one in a higher 
Sphear of Authority, and by whom they 
were to be ordered ; whether for diftin- 
ion ſake he be called Evangeliſt, or Bi- 
ſhop, or Prefident, or Moderator ; the 
difference is but verbal. 
2. What doth the Apoſtle mean by 
the double honour here ? 
There are two things that ſeem to bid 
fair for the Senſe, which will both come 
to one in the j{lue, I. The 
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I. The Honour of Maintenance: and {0 
* we find the: word ſometimes nſed in 
Scripture 3 as ver 3. of this Chap, Mart. 
15.6. A#s 28 10. and the following 


words of the 4poſtle in this Scripture, | 


ſeem to look this way : and then the 
Senſe innſct be rhis: Let thoſe Officers 
of the Church that beſt diſcharge the 
Duties of their Ofhce in ruling, but & 
ſpecially in Preaghing (which is the more 
noble and neceffiry part of their Work) 
have the.greateſt encouragement on- this 

ind; 5 e. Let not the Revenues of the 
Church (which were then but ſmall and 
uncertain) be beſtowed promiſcuouſly, 
much leſs par tially, Xepis mpongiuzTE » pa 
ty Towy. x27? ng:owancw;, but {0 as may 
beſt ſubſerve the Charches good Go 
vernment , and the grand Detign *of 
preaching the Goſpel. 

2. The Honour of Authority and Obedience. 

And this is the prime ſenſe of the 
Word, as it is uſed in the Fifch Com 
mandment 3 Honour thy Father, and thy 
Mother, Exod. 20. 12. is the ſame with, 


Obey your Parents, Eph. 6.1. And obey | 


them that have the rule over you, Heb. 13. 
17. and {o is the word uſed, Heb: 5. > 
q 


£0 
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No man taketh this Honour unto himſelf: i.e, 
this Office, this Dignity, this power an 


authority $2 5g 
And this indeed is much more wor- 


| thily and properly call'd Honour, than 


4 rich worldly Revenue, or a fat Bene- 
fce or Biſhoprick (things unborn in thoſe 
days) which men too often abuſe, both 
to God's diſhonour? and their own. 
Now if this be the-Double Honour 
here intended; as.co me ſeems moſt pro» 
bable ; at leaſt, chat it is included, as 
the moſt eminent parc of it ; then the 
ſenſe will be this: Lec thoſe Presbyters 
or Miniſters that appear, on experience 
and tryal, to have a Spirit of Govern- 
ment z but eſpecially with it, an emi- 
nency of ability and diligence in preach- 
ing the Word, be made Rulers, and 
Superintencents over the inferior part of 
the Clergy; let ſuch be taken into the 
Coll-gium, Pre:byterorum Fegens 5 the Re- 
gency of the Church. So that it is not 
the diſtinction of Office, but the quali- 
fication of the Officer, that the Apoſtle 


- gives this direction for. 


3. We muſt conſider the perſons, on 
whom this double honour is to be 
CON. 
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conferr'd ; or who are thus to be digni- 


fied. as the word «5:22, properly 
nifiesz and theſe are Elders ; rg 


I. In genere ; by their Office. 
% 1n ſpecie ;, by their Qualifications, 


1, By their general Office, mpzoCumagh, 
which is a word always us'd to denote 
the Miniſters of the Word in the Gof: 
pel-Church ; as A#. 11. 30. cþ. 14. 23 
ch. 15. 2, 6, 22, 23, ch. 16. 4. ch. 20, 17, 
eb. 21.18, Tit. 1.\5, fem. 5. 14. 1 Pit. 
5. 1-2 Ep. Fobn 1. and Epiſe. 3. 1. 

Wu Th their ſpecial Qualification 5 which 


e. 

I- They much be (uch'as Rule wel 
22es ec, which is another Title, 
peculiarly given in the New Teſtament, 
to the Miniſters of the Word, whoſe 
Office iis to Rule as well as to Preach. 
2. They muſt be wonwilis w nos v 
NeTzaaiz, lach as labour in the Word and 
Dottrine So that the word {4-=, doth * 
not diſtinguiſh. as I have faid , be 
tween rwo Offices 3 but between the 


twofold Qualifications, of one and the 
 ſanie Office, There were in the Chard 


To 
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of Epheſus (which was a Collegiate, or 
Presbyterial Church) many Presbyters, 
the Talent of whoſe Gifts lay diverſly, 
25 we find it doth in all other Churches ; 
ſome were fitter for Government, others 
for Preaching; ſome excelled in one 
Gift, others in another. Now the 
Apoſtle adviſes Timothy how to make 
his choice of Perſons for Government 
in the Presbyteryz whom to prefer-to, 
and entruſt with a double honour, or 
higher degree of Dignity and Power 
in this kind and ſphere of Governments 
and tells him, rhey muſt be (ach, as have 
behav'd themſelves well in the Pa- 
ſtoral Government of their particular 
Flocks and Congregations z and: eſpe- 
cially ſuch of them as are moit emineat 
and laborious in Preaching the Word ; 
whereby they purchaſe to themſelves 
2 good Degree; as it is faid of the 
Deacons, 1 Tim 3. 13. C9 ov xgadr, a place 
of higher Honour and Truſt, from a 
Deacon to a Presbyter from a Presbyter 
to a Preftident, Preferments ought to 
be diſpenſed according to every ones 
Qualifications and Merits. Wheace ig 
appears, that there are Degrees in th 

Miaiſt 
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Miniſterial Office :- And this is thar the 
Apoſtle here gives this Dire&ion about; 
not at all countenancing a Non-Preach- 
ing Ruling Lay-Elder ; but diſcounte- 
nancing a Lordly, Lazy, Non-Preaching 
Biſhop, or Superintendent. That the 
Preaching-Elder or Miniſter of the Gof- 
= is to Rule, as well as to Preach the 

ord, is ſo plainly aſferted in Scrip- 
ture, that, I think, cannot by any be 
denied. But if this Ruling Power were 
divided by Chriſt, or his Apoſtles, be- 
tween Them and the People, or any part 
of the _ can any one give us a 
reaſon, why neither Chriſt nor his 
Apoſtles ſhould ever ſpeak a word, to 
dire& us, how the Diviſion of this Ru 
ling Power muſt be made? What muſt 
be their part, and what ours > How they 
muſt be qualified, as well as we ? and the 


-” Deacons, for which they were careful to 


give the neceflary Rules ? Yea and how 
they mnſt be maintain'd too? For to lay 
the burden of an Ofhce on a Man, and 
to_make no proviftion for his Mainte- 

ance, ſeems hard, and not very honot 
rabl: co him, v hole Servant he pretends 


to be; elpecially contidering, that they 
could 
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could not but know and foreſee, * hon 
tender all Men natorally are in the mat- 
ters of Honour and Maintenance ; and 
of -what- miſchievous conſequence the 
leaving ſuch a Queſtion as this in the 
dark, and undetermined, would be: 
Thar it would involve the Church it 
endleſs {irifes, and quarrels,-and confa- 
fions. Burt will the Lay-Elder lay his 
Claim to a' Maintenance, from that word 
in the Text, viz. double Hononr; taking 
itfor the Honour of 4aintenance ? Let 
him then-read-on the next verſe theres 
For the Scripture ſaith , Thou ſhalt 'not 
muzzle the Oxe that tregdeth out the Corn : 
And the labourer is worthy of his rewar#l 
The firſt of theſe Scriptures you have; 
Dent. 25. 4. which the Apoſtle makes 
uſe of, 1 Cor. 9. 9. And you may fee 
how he there _— it, only to the 
Miniſters of the Goſpel 5 Thoſe that ſow 
unto the People ſpiritual things ;, V.11. That 
miniſter about holy things, and wait at the Al- 
tar; V. 13, The other Scripture you 
have, Matth. te 10. The work-man is 
Torthy of his meat : Which are Chriſt's 
own words to the Twelve, when he 
lent them forth to Preach the Goſpel. 
F Here's 


1 's Harveſt in Word 

Doctrine. theſe are the only 

| ſpoken of in that, 1 7im.5.17, 
then z 'The Rulers of the People 


tion, in the things of 
of their Souls who, for the eaſe 
of their Government, and the advan 
tage of their Miniſterial work, have 
warrant from Scripture co ordain and 
_ appoint Deacons under them, and other 
neceſlary ſervile Officers, who derive 
their power immediately from their Pz 
tor; are accountable ro him; and may, 
and _ to be deſpos'd by him in cale 
of Male-adminiſtracion; as every Cap 
tain in an Army 3 Every Mayor mi 
Corporation; every Maſter in a Family 
the proper power over their ol 


Compame | 
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2. The Rulers of the Paſtor#'ty 
the Church, 1 am very 
this is 2 tender Poinc, 


Brethren, whom I 
herwiſe Orthodox, Learn» ? 
Pious, and with whom I dare agt - 
compare my felf. But I have ſaid, ane? 
O that daily and dolefal Experience did” 
oy pocket it to the World, to the 
gre of ſome, and the ſhame ot ot 

there is no Company, or Society: 
Men in the World,that have more need 
of the ſtricteſt Government, than- the 
Men of our Function 3 without which, * 
weare, of all Mankind, in this reive, 
the moſt miſerable; and che (poor 
Church of Chriſt in the forelornelt caſe 
of any of God's Creatures upon Earth. 
But Certainly be _ bath fo provided 
| 2 or 
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for the Governgent of the Kingdoms of 
theWorld, hath not left his own myſti- 
, CG} Kingdom, wherein *{o much of his 
| ſpecial mrereſt” hies, without ſuch a Go- 
| efic, as is8'&very way adequate to 
| cre and concerns of it. He that 

fer luchycare ro incloſe and fence 

"the wild Commons of the World, 
Hor 'd to lexve his own Gar- 
3 Nor his Fineyard with- 


- +-How weak and inſatisfatory is this 
” to fay, that weare all the Miniſters of 
: Jefas*Ehriſt,* and Brerhren'to one ano- 


- tir; charwe have our Commiſſion, 25 
| Miniſters of the Goſpel, from him(tho' 

t immediately from him,” which in- 
deed, iffit were ſo, would alter the caſe) 
who is the Supream Legiſlator ? That 
+ we have our Bibles in our hands, and 
in the unalterable Rules of our ad- 
Miniſtration, both in Doctrine, Wor- 
ſhip and Diſcipline; the Laws, by which 
we are to Govern both our ſelves and 
the Churches ; thac we have the promiſe 
of the Holy Spirit to guide us into all 


truth z and an Unction from the re 


| MP4s abou it, and a Wine-preſs 
a Tower in it. | 
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Oae, .and know all things; that.our O&- 
fice and Work is Sacred and Divine; | 
of God and got of Men ; alas 7; will. 
this make us Infallible,. or Abſolute 


Independent 3 exempt from all | 
and Bonds of an Ecclefiaſti eas 4 
were we made the Miniſters of C | 
to rule, and not to be rul'd? O that men 
would conſider the diſmal .cpn 
of ſuch an Hypotheſis, whi 
not now to aggravate. 1 
Bur if there muſt be 2 GoyefAmene 
Ho g | Paſtors, coalider'd as 2. 
m the People z, then, 1K, 
d, there cannor os an. equa 


Churches 3 is fbuetied” chis Kon COR | 
fiftent with Governmeng, 1et:\ 
Mey conlider what that is m 
eeds lyeat the bottom of this Leve 7 a2 
Princivte. And yet Governmenc. dat 
not deſtroy the Equality and Co- * 
ordination of Paſtors, or Churches, 
mb or per /e ; but only ſecundum Fw 
n reſpe&t of Order; e. g. All 
C: q Fins in an Army, as Captains, are 
equal; ' are all the Coltonels, and ll 
the other Officers, that are of one and - 


F 3 the 
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the ſame Order; bur between a Captain 

\ and a Collonel, there is an nequaliy'? 
And as it is in-a weil Regimented Army; 
+ Cit is in the Chytrch of Chriſt, which is 
2.2n Army with Banners, Cant 6. tO». And 
*i ſuppoſed too, that this ſubordination 
_ of Paſtors and Churches will conclade a 
Covern of a Saves ream Papal Head and 
is I take to un Als 

lingblock z the yan ſenſe w 

of ped 3 That if every Miniſter be 
owed to be a Pope over his own 
then there muſt be one 


- hn 
all c Congregations 28 and Pa- 
' opraner ul! the © orlde Both which 


—_— are equatly mo from the 
Fruth, and perbaps equally pernicious to 
the Church. Bur to defend the Truth 
from both the Horn: of this Dilemma, we 
will examine what is the true Scripture 
notions of a Church. 

We find in Scripture that the Church- 
es which the Apoſtles planted, are reck- 
oned by the great Towns, or Cities, 
which they choſe to begin to | 
their Churches ia, as appears both by the 
names that are given them, and by com- 
* Paring A. 14. 23. with Tir. 1. 5. w_ 
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the ordinary Elders in every Charch;, 
the ſame with Ordaining Elders in every 
City. Neither do ve find any Organical 
Church of the Apoſtles founding, any - 
where mention'd in the New Teſta- 
ment, but ir bears the name of mh 
Town or City, in which it was; beſides 
thoſe Domeſlick Churches of Priſcille.. 
pe 2.90, OY as _ Ch 
which were equivocally ca 

becauſe ſome Congregations of the Be 


levers did either occaſionally, or ſtated- - 


ly aſſemble to worſhip God there ; or, as * 
others think, becauſe all of cheſe Fami- 
tits were converted to Chun and « 
fo became Churches or Houſes of God, 
which is little to our preſent Queſtion. 
Beſides, theſe Churches, thus planted by 
the Apoſtles in Towns. and Cities, did . 
11] rerain their firſt names and fingula- .-/ 
rity : For one may — o—_— that - 
where the Scripture ſpeaks of the .; 
Churches of a whole Provi r Cout- 1 
trey,it ſpeaks of them as of different and. - 
diſtin& Churches, in the plural number, 
235 the Churches of Judea,1 Theſ.2.14-the ; 
Churches of Af, 1 Cor. 16. 19. 
Churches of Syri« and Cilicia, 4.1 5 43 : 
E. 4. che. 


T22 The Paſtors Charge, 
the Churches of Galaria, 1 Cor, 16. 1. and 
Gal. 1.2. and the Churches of Macedonia, 
2 Cor. $. 1. becaule all theſe were large 
Countries, in which - were many great 
Towns andCities,in which theChurchg 
were diſtinctly planted; and according to 
which they had their rames and number, 
But when it ſpeaks of the Chriſtians in 
ene Town, or City, it ſpeaks of them as 
. oneChurch,in the {ingulars as the Church 
Of Peru/alem, 4.8.1. the Church of An- 
rioch, AR, 13,1. the Church of Corinth, 
p ck bs $. LK, o_ me Charces o 
54 are ſpoken of together, they. are 
{even Churches,according to the number 
and names of the ſeven great Cities of 
Aſiay. in which theſe Churches were 
planted ; but when written to ſingly, 4tis 
the Church of Ephe/w,and the Church of 
Yor: and the-Church of Sardis, Ge. 
And it is.to be&eblerved, , 
+432. Thar, this account never once fails 
Quobebeper Teſtament, which proves 
that it is not ſpoken indifferently, but 
induſtriouſly, and for our. inſtruction. 
- 24, That Churches were thus reckan- 
. edin the times. of JFohu, when he was 
F Mb Parmos, which was 64 years after 


Chriſt ; 
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Chriſt ; ia all »hich time, it, is incre- _ 
dible, that -all rhe Chriſtians, .in one of * 
theſe great Cities, were no ; 
would make up one Congregation. 

3.” That there is no mention in the 


Scripture of any Churches planted in 


the Countreys adjacent to theſe. Cities 
and Towns; yet it is rational to ſup- 
poſe, that there were many Convert 

and ſome Congregations too in. the + 
Country-Villages, as well- as in the © 
great Towns 3 and therefore that theſe 
made up but one Church with that of 
the Town or City. - Hence I conclude, 
that (theſe things being written by the 
infpiration of che Holy Ghoſt, for our- - 
admonition) a Church, and a Congrega* 1 
tion are, in the language, and account - 

of Scripture, two things. - And that. it 


Is very unreaſonable and unwarrantable : ; 
to alter the firſt Conſtitution 'or De- - © 


nomination of the Churches, as they. - 
were left us by the Apoſtles, as far as + 

went, and therein a Rule given us -- 
to do the like. 'Tis true, the Univerſal 
Church was once bur one (gle Congre- 
gation at Fer#/alem, and from which 
al. the other ca ſprang, as ſo ma- 

; 3 
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ny Daughters, on which account ſhe is 


ca the | Morber of «s alt; but when 


other Churches were form'd, chat at 
Feruſalem. was no more the Univerſal 
Church ; but only an —_ part of j y 
and co-ordinate with other Churches 
> Sor its Univerſality was not of the 
* Effence; but only a ſperable adjund 
, of it; nor did ſhe propagate theſe 
Churches, which afterward ſprang from 
her, as the was Univerſal ; but as ſhe 
was a Church. And ſo all the Churches 
of the Apoſtles planting, were ar firſt 
but ſingle Congregztions 3 peries it doth not 
thence follow, that __ ingle cop 
gregation is a Church meals 
which, in the Scripture-is honour'd of 
the name of a Church ; that is, the Prel- 
byterial, Synodal, Clzflical, Diocelan, 
or Collegiate Church. I would not be 
thought to deny to the Congr 
or (as now they are call'd) P 
Churches, any thing, _ of name, 
or of priviledge, that is ; but 
will call them, w_ diſti e, Ps 
ſtoral Churches, and NT they have 
2 Co of governing ing chemmlelves, F: 
Ach ; as every Family hath a power 
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and the Peoples Duty, 125 © 
he to govern it (elf, and every Troop 7 
« . ponCocnoy het Army, by their owa - 
proper Officers within their own S 
and cannot be legally impos'd on. v7 
other Family-Maſters, or - 4 
tdins, with whom they are equal. Fol C 
what- Families are to Corporations, - 
and theſe to Kingdoms, or Common- 
wealths ; _ and what Troops, and partt- 
cular Companies ro re to Raglan and * 
-_ to ah wen þ _— ew COnRgacge | 


Perabrecctl : 

] am not now _ OO to 
Church Univerſal, which is inScri | 
call'd The Church ; but of the 
rial, which alone is that, which in Serip- | 
PEP 
adule power by - - 
its Officers, to and” conſtitute” 
yo Churches and C | 
to over-rule all che particular Paſtors of 
e Charges and - 
oP 
3 or egiate 6 
muſt- conſiſt of a pars Regens _—_ 
Regends, all cannot be Rulers ; 
equally intereſſed in the Power Go- 
Vernment, «Y 
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tobe moſt agreeable ro. the Patrerh.gt 
a. dis fr f the ly Scrip- 
And is fo far from increnchi 


thar the Keys er * no n 
Church, in the Eſſentials of t | 
the ſame ching 
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&. ? Elders, diſtin} from q 
al Preaching Elders and Deacons, are 
no Divine Ordinance in the Church of © 
God, now under the New Teftament. | 

Pof. IV. That every Paſtor, lawfully or- * 
dain'd, and call d to the Charge of a * 
particular Congregation, hath a —_ | 

. i 'F 


wer of that 1a hat | 
- power is, or Mets . 4 rene 
Pol. VI. That the Claſſicnt, or Div 


. "ber, and not the whole Body. bf by 


| Ruling Presbyteries ought to be fixt and 
&<conſtant, and not occaſional only and in: 
termittent. | 
VIII. That every Claſſical Pregbyte- 
ry "ought to have 4 ſingle Head or Preſi- 
wy #4 apd which ought to be continued in 
. that fe quam diu bege ſe. gefſe- 
-xit; 


- 
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 Precbytery ought to Fg but # {cle at | 
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ome | 
boy come JP wil pare of x 4 
LORD hath 


to Meir as thro want of y 
R os, but to ſuch as are ibm 
prehend the words and counſels 
2 mn roin the Palpit, or the Preſs. Fg 
dear. Lambs,” you ſee what care, our 
[08D Jeſus Chriſt hath taken of you. 
1.; He calls you is, what an Hongur, 
what a Happineſs is this ? If you be tit. 
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tion, #s- 

wer of that Claſſical | 
Re is, or ought to y 4 york, 

VI. That the Claſſical, ar ow, 
. Presbytery ought to be but # {cleft "vin 
| ber, and not the whole Body bf that 
C or Dioceſs., ' . : 
 Poſ. VII. That the Forri and Power of 
'* Ruling Prezbyteries ought to be fixt and 
| conſtant, and not occaſional only and in> 
| 3* rermittent. 
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Sort, 


| jam come a i "laſt part 


of wy 
ſpeak Fade .to 
* which our LORD hath 


the] ok over which our 


an 
aw d ele their Ro 
to an'early-and ſerious minding © 
of their own Souls! I am not 4 
wg to thoſe, . who thro* want of y 
re uncapable, but to ſuch as are - 
prehend the words and counſels 
od from the Pulpit, or the Preſs. My 
Lambs, you ſee what® care, our 
LORD. Jeſus Chriſt hath taken of you. 
1. He calls you His, what an HOOgir, 
wat a Happineſs is this ? If you be 
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neup=s x: $+ yours tO a'g ous 
ron Bus love 1 5 | 

_ = Law | 
rect you, yours en 
» CO OWN, tO - | 

He will be a Friend, iſe, tolave "Hit j 
band, an All, and better than all to 


you. Let who will forſake yok your | 


God is unchangeable, ESY never 
lake ea," When'al Wacker for 
then will bz b2 


you ſhall never D's Fats 


- you have a Friend in Heaven. en = , 
Phabnoge be fo hy nor He 


Tours wit 
Togeey If-di ING to 
will noebe yours, withou 
ratechoice, and free and jou 
he be yours, it muſt be by PO Brenwy 
of 2 Covenant of Salt, you "ot bes 
venant-Servants, and that for evi 
He that putteth his hand ro Gods Ms | 
muſt not look back. Yea, you muſt 
ſo his, as'to be no more your own. - 
Chriſt be yours, he muſt be your L 
to rule and command yous his 
muſt be your Will, and his Word yout 
Rule, and his Work your delight. s. 
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e this may help now. to oblige and 


e you to offer your 
is, your Bo Bone, your 


2. He ls npon his. Lambs. 
are the Hope of the Flock 

Joy of the Shepherd. None 

come co him, as thoſe thar ſeek hi 
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Tempters you will the more eaſily. have 
him under y: 

1 have written wito yiuyoung men, (ays the 
Apoſtle, becauſe ye are firong. avd haut 
wercome the wicked onr, I John 2. 13,14, 


if you do not now overcome .him, you |' 


reproved hardeneth his 


Teilure of Old. Jany LN 
re tat Ore refuſed to give. 


wretched old agein Hell 7 Tis as 
ble a piece df Arheiſm as any, toacc 

the dregs of our time and: Ttrengrh gagt 
eponyl for God, 'and'for-our own. Souk. 
Be nor deceived; - tho* there were ſome 
called at the nth, and'ar the eleventh 
hour, they were only fuctt as had not bet 
called before. Certaihly *risa moik dat: 
gerons,and almoſt defperate adventure.t 
negle&trheoffers of Grace that are. ml 
1n the'days of youth. © And © with ca 

| 0 


e& your feet as long as you live, | 


M. fuddenty be deſtroyed, and the |: 


their that #re now ſpeoding ey | 
21108 
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hould you now take, how you lay your 
fandations! Youth is in this reſpeR, | 


ve, moſt critical part of 6ur fives ; as 


-* | ſonndarion is that'is rhen laid, ſuch is the 
9 ure like- tobe. O *rivill be 
rd plucking up old Foundations, when 
'they ate ſerled } "What is begunin 
ihe, © is wont” to end in *Apo- 


aty. "Let notthat Es Proverb 
&verifd'in you, to the-fhame of your 


” |[Frofefſion, andthe etertia}ruine of your 
7; 1 own Souls, 7 Saints, - aud old Devils, 


; your firſt works be not (Gund as co'the 
«1 | $ both of Faith -and#Love, your 
nd is4ike co be'very -ſad*ind ſhameful. . 
My dear Lambs ! are you Chriſts * how 
ould this oblige you"to carry your 
ng. | Ives, in all- things, as becomes your 
* | ation: to him ? Fath he” pick'd and 
choſen you out of -the World, -and ſer 
* | is love upori you, and made a-'differ- 
+ {ice between you, - and others? O'do 


nh [It walk, nor talk, nor attire your ſelves 


* | then like the vain ones of the World {if 
; | be difference between you and others,as 
o | Þyour Spiricual Eſtates be rea], let ir be 
e to0 in your Carriage and whole 
onverſation. As obedient Children, mot 


faſhioning 


man of tne heart, in | 

den 1 of tne heart, in that which u nat» 

raptible,cven the ornament of a meck,and qu E 
ſon, 


| fir ray Es... 
rice 1Pet-3-3:4- es do not think that the | 


declaim agaiat che = 
thangs, nor chat he doth adviſe 


Ft " angſt men 3 but he forbids | can” 
ns that iminoderate care,and 
$2] grioficy that is uſed in theſe things, to 
and | y e of the betcer part, which is 
ih __ ay paces Ay he for- 
* | kids too, their imitating ymbolizing 
þ| with the world geen makers omg. | 
*| wd gallantry of cheir immodeſt 
hugh as the Lord did of 0l = 
| his people to be like che [dolarroms 
þ| Heathen,in the trimings of their beads and 
Beards, [&£vit. 19. 27. Te ſhall not round 
| the corners of your beads; neither ſhalt thou 
\& | mar the corners of thy beard. Not but that 
this faſhion was in it ({eifindiffereac, bur 
_ it was he maaege of the þ 4+ 
trays Nations, particularly 
from whom he bad now a 
V 
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fm loth to raiſe C 
HR 


t , or Recrimination? How ut 
le is it to think to juſtify the 
pride, and fin of one extream by that of 
another ? Or, would you ſay, That you 
have herein the Example many Wy, 
, ſerious and knowing Chriſrians? 
all only reply thus; The more pity: 
Bur that. which I doubt more of, is this 
* You are afraid you ſhall be cenſur'd 
pd. of; « boy ra fel is this? 
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tofeed hicLambs. 


his c 5, and 
ea wee Tg 
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is irto ſfuckle or 
nr Bend Ser par hr bob 

viring afc ing us the 
et ns ou our of a work 
& grace opon your hearts! How doch 
tliendear you ro us, and make us even 
troud of you? of wha we may iy, = 
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Syotefs of his beloved Theſſalonian, 
2- I9, :20- For what i our bope, or 


” 


Oy, 7 C7077 of: rejoycing, are mor 6 
By profence of our Lord Feſus C 


; % 
2.11 
LU a 3 
4 © 4 
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ing ? For ye are our glory, 1 [+ 


in vain in the Lord 
ah I BAITS th 2 we oor By 
to. have an ial..care of you. May 


not this aflure pou how dear you are to 


and to your ſouls, that alone is able to 
ſweeren our work to us. Tho we tra 

in birth again with, you, till Chriſh; 
formed in you, yet never did your 
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deceived by them: 
beginning, ever [mce 


- *Twas ſo fro 


' end the Peoples Daity. 143 .3 
deceived. Hence are thoſe diverfities 
of-opinion that are among them, and . 
thoſe ſcandalous nnbrorherly diſſentio 
that are the effe&s of them: But this di 
verſity is not in the Shepherd's Voicez 
but m their apprehenfions, and the mea» | 
lures of their capacities, and attainments: / 
But the more perfeRly che- She 
| wt the —_— of - 1 
ws diverſity of apprehenſion 'and ſtrife - 
th Ci njamih ht hardly | 
on in the Circu tals, wou | 
deſerve to be Mcounted a blemitty in - * 
the myſtical body, . were it'not for that . © 
ſelfiſhneſs, char 1s commonly che root; - 
and char: uncharicableneſs , that is the : : 
fruic of it- | Bar beſides chis, it is ſhatnes + 
ful and fad to conſider, how many thers - | 
be, that have been all their lives, evett-. - 
to- old age flock'd and folded ++ 
mong the- Sheep of Chriſt, wept | 
ordinances , and ſpiritual W . 
ments. with others, and yet underſtand 
very lictle of the Shepherds voice, "the  ; 
ae ever learning,” and never able to come - 
oor knowledge of the truth, 2 Tim. 3. 9.* 
for want of Principles, re ; 
children tofſed to and fro, .and carrie 
a! G 3. away. 


CA LES TIE —S > ix £E 7 


— 


SHERRY kD MS 


4 144 The Paſtor's Charge, 


away with every wind of Doctrine ;-or 
. whoſe minds are like freves, that retain 
» nothing, bucr-the earthly gr 
* - things. Who for the time, o»gbt to be Teachs 
ers, but yet bave need that one teath 
| them again, which be the firſ® Principles of 

the Oracles of God, Heb. 5. 12, Such Sheep 
| arethe ſhame of ſuch a Shepherd. | 
: Again; If you are his Sheep, ſhould 
* you not hear, and hearken to. his Voice, 

and delight in his Preſence with you? 
' Should you not come gt his Call, and go 
- At his Bidding, and h& Word be a Law 
Þ ot ren ny ring rn 
AT. ft epey me, F TO: 27» 
, --2.-Is-he your Shepherd ? Ohow ſhould 


you love him then?” Tis natural for Sheep 


E-4 5s m_ bur in 
caſe. it upernatural, yet 

it is, of all things in the World, the 

| reaſonable. He is not only your 
herd, to feed, and to protec, and 
ide; but your Saviour, and: Re- 
, to die for you. 1am the good 
| dyithe Shepherd giveth his life 
* for theSheep, Fob. lo. 11. We muſt have 
+ -periſht eternally, but for him. *T were 


have 


offer ſort of- 


 eadleſs ro enumerate all the reaſons:we . 
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have to - love him ; which way ſoever 
look npon him, in his Perſon,- in his 
' in his Graces'z in what he-hath 
done, ir what he hath ſuffered, in what 
he hath purchaſed, in what he hath pros 
miſed, in what he hath prepared for 4 
he is altogether lovely. Yea, as the 
$un- is all Light ; fo is Chriſt all-Love 
to'his Saints. His Word are his: Tove- 
Letrers ro them'3 his Ordinances his 
Love- Feaſts with them 3 and all*his Pro- 
vidences, both Croſſes and Comforts; 
ze the Seals of his Love to them. The _ 
more we ſeriouſly think of /him,. or-of ; 
our ſelves; the more we ſhall 'ſee icbotkt - 
reaſonable and: neceſlary to :love him. 
We camnor love our ſelves truly, -unlels 
we love him ſincerely. If any ran laws... 


nt the LORD feſw Chrift, let ilotm W@ © 
Anathema Maranatha, 1 Cor. 16:'22. one 


ofthe moſt accurſed Wretches; thatiars ; 
dur of Hell. © /overbe LORD, all ge this © 
Saints; for the LORD 'preſervetb "the 
__ and Panife OR mom 
al. 31. 23. 'Tis our Duty ; *cis © 
eur:Intereſt ;- and, if we-are-Saints ins | 

ed,.-'tis - our Pro co: love him. 
is Love; _ is moſt'oÞ -- 


Love? - 


; ” 146 | The Paſtors Charge, 


Love, there is moſt of God, and-moſt 
of a Chriſtian. Where Love dwells, 
there God dwells; and where God-ig, 
there. is Heavea. The gloritied Liſe 
above. is: a Life of perfet Love. Love 
will make you a Heaven vpcn Earth; 
LY; of Holineſs, and a Heaven of 


#. Joy and Peace. O in what holy Order 


1s 5 Oxy thing ke pt in that heart, where 
Love of ray ſeigand every inordi- 
and irregular Paſſion 


fr every - Tem qr ol ly re 
red and repe — hole Frame 


: rp Snewes - the Soul under the 
FE: Ye and! ſweet Influences of Love. 
4 Q the beavenly Peace and Serenity 
- that is there! what a calm is there, 
BW the Love of Chriſt commands all! 
t a Banquet of Spiritual Joy is that 
feaſting on with her Beloved ! her 
is at reſt :in' him; all the burden 
cares and feirs are-devolved upon 
him z- the poor Soul rides ſafely at Ans 
chor, and.is careful for nothing.  O Sirs! 

+ *Tis notfo where the Love of theW orld, 
\ and the Luſes of the'Fleſh rule; there's 
+ the Hell of: vile Dons, ſpirituab 
Wihines, — counſel, and Copted F 
cre 
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nts ; *Tis a miſerable if 

the worldling lives.  The- withed ave 
the troubled Sea, when it cannot veſt, 
narers cat up mire and dirt, Iſa. 57. 

And tis our (in and folly; that weare © 
like them, - The Love of Chriſt wonld . 
help all this. Yea, do you not profeſse. - 
lye-him? and would you not be offend-- 

ed with him that (hould queſtion it} Bac _ 
_ is cn — mw ? = 
you love: him, you will o im, | 

none of his Commandments will be grie- 
yons to you. Love is bountiful z\ "4 
will be trvo much, or too dear for him: .- ? 


The Love that is genuine, is Feverouly | 
pou me 1 you will _— obs = 3 
Image, his Company, his O ; 
his Miniſters, his Ways. But I maſt re- + 
fer you to others, for the Marks: of the - | 
Sincerity of your Love to hin 
3. Are you his Sheep,? Should you nor - 
then love one anotber ? The Sheep is a (o- 
able creature, exireamly fond of their © - 
| O let not Chriſt's Sheep be - 
lves and Tygers to one another. A 
5 


new ©. 
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new Commandment I give you, that ye love 
' one another, as 1 have loved you; that ye 
| - alſo loverone another, Joh. 13. 34. Bee 
| s of God, as dear Children, and walk, 
#n love, as Chriſt hath loved us, © and hath 
given himſelf for us ; Epheſ. 5. 1, 2. Se 
that ye love one another with a pure heart 
fervently ;, 1 Pet. 1. 22. We know that we 
:beve paſſed from death into life, becauſe we 
dove the Brethren.” He that loveth not bis 
Brother abideth in deaths 1 Joh. 3. 14 
There hath been enovgh ſpoken and 
written on this Subje&. One of the com- 
moneſt Themes, of a moſt contentious 
Age- Bur alas! words are wind, and the 
wind hath but blown the Coals. And 
Love is no Salamander; it cannot live in 
the Fire; yea, though it be ir ſelf a fire, 
*#t 13 from above, of another nature and 
original, whoſe flame will not unite, nor 
conſpire with thoſe heterogeneous 4mo- 
thers which are from beneath. How par- 
tial and privace-ſpirited is the Charity 


of moſt of the hotteſt Zealots in every : 


Party, ? that cannot overcome the pre 
ces of their -Ignorance, Intereſt 'ar 


they-do well to be angry. O chat men 
knew 


cation 3 but with pettiſh Jonab, think- 
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knew better whae ſpiric they are of. ThE 
Flock of Chriſt 2re not all of one com+ 
jon, nor of one-Drove, nor of one - 
er of Diſcipline in Circamftantials. +; 
Thoſe that have many Sheep; have ſome 
fat, and ſome lean 3 fome that are oye 
more ſtrictly in their fenced Fields, + 
others that feed and range at ter |} 
, on the courſe, and cold, and * 
ſhort Downs, and Commons 3 yet have 
they all but one common Natare, one * 
Name, one Mark, and one Maſter. -So it - 
s with the Flock of Chriſt in this their 
imperfet fate: There are ſome -that 
_ ſo _ nor dvr. LS of others; : 
yet they are Sheep. and his 
muſt, as ſach, be loved and pitied, and 
not hated, or ſcorned, or diſowned by us: - 
I have ſometimes wondered at the rea- 
fon, why Diſſeations on Religious ac- - 
counts are always wont to be moſt fierce 
and implacable : It cannot be'becauſe 
Man, in this his lapſed eſtate, is ſo Reli-” 
_ a Creature ; no, 'tis the Enemy : 
at hath the moſt deep and miſchievous - 
Defign in its 'tis Pride, and Envy, and+ ©: 
ition, | that is' the Fomes'of it 
fline, to which the Devil Tays his Train; 


er ; Fy Y 
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"42S colour a Heb to blow up 
| Religion, 099 upog it in 
| fears not much 


whatar lng ion can ps h his intereſt-ig 
| or if be cam bur bl w up the cha- 
Wo thoſe that profeſt it : For what 
Jo Faith ſignify wichout love, by which 
- it works? 
WP” - Aie700 his $5 Spe * ; Oui FOR AN 
then be. very tender of your own 
| grres hardly. any kind of Creature, 
* *butis fond of their young. 3 and if inany 
caſe they will be fierce, 'cis in their de- 
be Ho the Sea. ag draw out the 
bre 's mY uck, 40 their young ones, 
Kms not thoſe that are cal- 
Jed ar EE; BS be like che Oftriches \ in 
+ . the Wilderneſs, and forget that their poor 
Children have ſouls as well as bodies to 
* . be caredfor. _ Thatp that are evil know 
bow togive good gifts to their Children, 
I know how to feed them when they 
how to.cloath them when 
ae naked; bow how to pbylick them 
—— re be kz how to inſtru them 
their worldly buſineſs, and how to. be- 
w-them for their worldly advantage : 
herein there are few fo wana 
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 _ and the Peoples Duty. 153 © 
but that they are diligent enough accor» * 
ing to their ability and underſtanding 4 
| if this be all you do for yours; 'w | 
ye: more than others: You rejoice + : 
perhaps in that they are born, and you- _ 
can call them yours, but what /can you 
bope for from them > what comfort can * 
ou-promiſe your ſelves inthem, if they - 
be not new born? If :you yrarees only | 
for their bodies, their baſer and\ mortal 
t, what do you for them more than * 
or your Hogs, or Cattel, which you are ; 
careful to feed, and make fat for the day 
of {lauglicer ? Can you withour' terror * 
think of cheir being damn'd?Should' you 
not do your utmoſt then to prevent it? 
Do vou not know that they are by Na» +» 
ture the Children of Wrath ? And that * 
you were the Inſtruments of bringing 
them into this condition ?' Are you not * 
bound in Juſtice then, with all your + 
Care and Diligence to endeavour their 
Deliverance? How can you believe this, : 

and not be concerned for them ? *Tis 
true, we your Paſtors are bound by the - 
command of Chriſt tq feed them ; -bue * 

are not you equally bound both by the 
Bonds of Grace and Nature, to beginy 
_ 
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" Aandtoafliſt with us in that work ? Time 


forbids me, tho' my bowels urge -me t© 
enlarge here. O let not Reformation dye, 
at half way, with this Generation; but 
let what we have ſtriven, and pray'd, and 
ſuffered, and ſo long waited for, be,” by 
Gods blefling on your faithful diligence, 
and urmoſt endeavours conveyed, with 
advantage, tothe next. Tho' God can, 
of Stones, raiſe up Children unto Abrs 
” bam, yet you may not expect, that he 
- ſhall work Miracles for thoſe, that live 
in the negle of known duty. 
þ Are you his Sheep, and commit- 
by him, whois both our LORD and 
Maſter and yours, to us, to feed and to 
* rule for him? Should you not then heark- 
ex 10 «9, and own the authority, where- 
- with we are entruſted for your good ? 
Remember, we muſt give our accounts 
- ſhortly, and ſo mult you. Whether e- 
- ver I (hall meet you again in this Plac 
* God knows ; but am ſure, that we th 
- one day meet again.in a far greater aſ- 
- ſembly- than this. When the fight of 
them that have here, or elſewhere, la- 
' boured with andfor you, will be either- 
very comfortable, or unexpreſfibly wy 
| rible, 
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fible, on the account of the Teſtimony, 
thar muſt then be produced by them, 
either for or againſt yon. *Tis true, we | 
ze not Lords over you, nor do we pre- | 
tend ſo to be ; yerare we appointed of :; 
25g Ac your Officers, ore _ ro 
teach, admaniſh, reprove, Ee, Ex- | 
hort, and encourage you ;-but to lead, 
and rule,and govern, to warn. and cl 
and command you, in the LORD, in 
things that concern our Office. If eve-. * 
tranſgreſſion and diſobedience, under 
the Law of Moſes, receiveda juſt re 
penſe of reward, can you hope to e 
under the Goſpel 2 Sirs, it hath been 


- your ſakes, that we have endur'd the | 


contradictions of men ; have been eje&> 
ed, deprived, baniſhed, imprifon'd revil- - 
ed, &c. and wherein you your ſelves ? 
have ſuffered with us ; yet all this we 
have bern with patience,and delire from 
our Hearts to forgive and forger ; but - 
O letnot your hands be now againſt us; - 
this wilt be worſe,and harder to be born, | 
than all the evil chat hath befallen us 1 
from our youch, nor can you 
it will be taken well by our common 
LORD and Maſter. While we were 
removed 


removed into corners with you, . we 
ſeem'd tobe very dear to you ; bur, let 


me tell you, if you once more provoke: 


him'to remove us, he will, I doubt. put 
* us farther from. you, where you ſhall ne- 
ver ſee .us more.. If your Liberty bea 
-+mh to you, you may expe that God 
” ſhall, to your orrow, break this Snare 
- for you. We have been your Servants, 
and ſo. we are. fill, and delight wy 
the Servants of your Faith ; but 
forbid, that any thing ſhould ever tempt 
us to be the Servants of ybur Luſts, or 
of your evil humours; this we are re- 
- quird todeclare and proteſt againſt, and 
to exerciſe the Rod of Evangelical Dif- 
* cipline.z for our LORD hath put the Keys 
of his Kingdom, and &ed of his Govern- 
" ment into our hands, .to rule under him, 


* the Government is His, and nat Ours; 

* tf you will not chat this man ſhall Reign 
- over youz if you will yet kick at his 
* Yoke, and break his bonds ; look to it, 


for, evil is before you. © give glory to the - 


LORD your God before be cauſe Darkneſs, 
and before your Feet ſtumble on the dark 
Mount ains,and while ye look for light,he turn 


8 


| and for him, inthe affairs of your 5ouls; 
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it jnto theShadow of Death,and make it groſs 
darkneſs. But if ye will not hear it, 1 Jo 
ſhall weep in ſecret places for your Pride, and 
mine. Exe ſhall weep ſore, . Jer-13 16,17: But 
hope God will have mercy yet. for his 
own ſake, upon the Remnant of his. Peo- 

ay and will at length bow their Hearts 

NS ens ron Sheep 
more z you his. 

whom he hath committed to-our Paſto- 
ral care? Let = cell you, We ſat ns 
ve cannot, be with you always, 


thers, where are they? And the Jt 
on, « norve live ' ng There 
ow know, that wiſh the W 


were aug, y of us, in whoſe account we are 
the troublers of 1/-ael. It would ſend our 
Gray Hairs with ſorrow to the GoTv 
to: think with whom we ſhould leave 
thele few Sheep in this Wilderneſs, were 
there not. a proſpe&t of a Succeſſion, 
You know where the Curſe of El#s 
Houſe lies Put me, 1 pray thee, into one - 
of the Prieſts Offices, that I may eat a piece 
of Bread, But where there is no Prefer- 
ment, there is no Ambition. There 
we few that offer themſelves with us. to 
the work -of the Houſe of the LORD. 

uc 
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but thoſe that have nothing but an Heart; 
and 2 good Will to offer. And indeed, 
theſe are they, may we but-have-en 
of theſe; char are moſt ' likely_ ro 


Gods Work. Had Avarice and Ambi-- 


tion never found any ſuch thing, asa 
Bait, or Tempration of rhis kind, in this 
Sacred Office, further than the double 
Honour, that is due to double Merits, it 
might have been much happier with the 
Churches, than now it is. *Twas World: 
ly Riches and Grandeur, which the Cler- 


gy, of all men in the World, are worſt 


| to bear, as that which is moſt in- 
Ting Gar the res Engin 
: was the great Engine, 

which chro? the Pride and Covetouſnels 
of Prelares, and the blind Zeal and Su- 
perſtition of Princes and Bigots, firft 
both the Purity and the Peace 

| of the Churches. Nor is the Fire ever 
' te to go oa, while the fewel-holds. 
+ - Pur God hath delivered us: from this 
Temptation ; and perhaps this isnot the 
leaſt of tirzz Mercies we have to blefs him 
for 3-at leaſt, if he have taught vs there 


with-to be content, and to live by Faith 


for our daily Bread, Bur when we - 
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and the Peoples Dary. wy 1 _ ® 


laid in the Duſt, as ſhortly we thall, 
who are they thar "tall fall our Places ? 
God w il [| provide, but not from among 
the Dead , nor by Miracle. | You know 
on whoſe Pious Zeal and Ability, : under 
God, this Succeflion neceflarily depends. 
If then yon he not onarged xn > ortho 
Burden; if you account us fai 
ſerviceable z thatour Rn nn 
you have been Fw 
or Value, to ſave you chords 
ck Night of Superſirion and 75 9 
that hath fo long 'd over us ; 
Thkis be a blading, that you would en- 
tul ro. your Poſterities after you 3 
ogour Hearand| Hands to this Work; 
wy fag x out fomerhng, ro your power; 
h bleſſed you, and as you 
a Hg eine for the Souls of -your 


| Children and Survivors, tho' you ſhould 


(and yet you have no reaſon to doubr you 
ſhajl) have the lefs to lay up for their pe- 
rihing part. QSirs, 'tis for Chriſt's and for 
your {akes,that we have deny « our ſelves, 
& we have done ; had we aim'd at our 
worldly advantage, and taken up the Mi- 

fora Livel hr we were of all 


menin the World, ſome of che moſt mi- 
ſtaken 


a” 58 The Paſtor's Charge, 
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CAP. YI. 
The Conſolatory Concluſion. | 
Shall now conclude all, with 2 word 


of incowegement;/' both to: Miniftery/ 
” and People. 1. To 
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dete Paphos ogy 
Wu To Miniſters 3 and that on a double 
0e-In chat God hath accounted us faith 


ful, and tus into the ,_ and 
called vs neo this Heavenly _ 


Bread is. Family, 
Childreo, NT ag 
be che nad Riches of 
i. O what an honour is this ! thac 
orthy we, thould/be 
P 
the 
Ag him, 
made + __ of his —_— 
Treaſurers, his Oratoutrs'and iatorcef 
fours, - the deputed Governours of 
Kingdom in the World. 
t manner of love is this, _ 


160 The Paſtor's Charge; 


cares and ſnares of the World, had nor 
the LORD fer his merciful eye Ns 
and choſen'us to walk with him ? 
were we better than thereſt of 
what hath he ——_ in any of 

he ſhould make this d i a0 of ns th 
be Chriſt Jeſus ns COTOT LORD for this, 
Be it hard,''yet 'tis happy work. ' 1 ku 
rather be a Door-Keeyer in the Howe of '# 
God," than to dwell in the Tent: of 
weſs ; rather a Porter there, than a Po- 
recirate in'the Earth- The Church 
owes _—_— as = 


= 

. 2. Hath our LORD nd Maſter rake 
care for his Lambs, and for his Shee 
will he nor alſo care for us? Muſt we 
his Flock and will not He feed us? Hath 
he.not done it for theſe 30 years8&: more, 
nar. nd ent Fw 

to have ? ent 'yol 
#3 ova pan ny: and —-xr _ 
Je. any thin | Am 2 
were fo hs CE: 
know us, — that could let 
bake bei py 5 


wa Fg rosQrnooi _ OS HY OEcCne_D wo wc moo 


wz did we want our daily Bred? Tho' 
Tables were not ſpread, as oace 
bideen been, yet were they ever (ſweeter 
than then? In our Exilements, in-our_ 
was not our God with us {hill ? | 
we were walking thro” the 
fo Shadow of death. did moe bt 
ps eaepanen np? yea. when was ; 
betcer with us than when we had leaft * 
Dee wah and after all-chis ſenfible+ -- 
experience-," ſhall we not truſt him? 
Fear not, he that vill have his Sheep feds | 
will not have his Shepherds ſtarved. The: 7 
World hath ſeen the effe&t of our Water: 1: 
and Polſe, let them ſtill (ee that wecan' - 
be content with a little, that we have not : 


_ 
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practice it-our ſelves. And O = 1 
that hath the appearance of a covetous or. * 
ambitious humour may ever be found ay” 
paan Fpins Let our | 
concern, and then we know 

nh au. reaſon to truſt him for all Ms, 4 
ethings. , 

3- To the People: With what Fae”. ; 
dence of Faith, and ladneſs of heart TSS 
you even in this V1 hog D I 
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= tgeive Flock in the World, he w | 
” or aulkgchoſc that- ſhall feed it : Ler th e 
E- y ſhow bis ski}l, and the tes of | 
: theie worſt tel He | of Chi 
periſh, He #dukinoth 
Bop wy y the Lord'of the'Ha 
fend Forth Lobannges mto his Harveſt, ha 
. Bot a'mind to. atifwer thoſe Prayers, 'Of 
' remeraber.z he thar hath taught and e 
rag'd you ſo-t0'prey,” expects that. on . 
ſcond- your Prayers with your 100 
yours, You! may not hope / that God' I 
ad-you Labourers our of Heaven at fi 
alt; bur your hands muſt eyidence the got 
*ement between your hearts and lips, 1 
+ Mheſe your Prayers. Tis for the Elects fa 
Sat the World continues to' this day, a 
"While God hath a world here; he will have 
people init; and unto whom he will alws 
vide thoſe that ſhall break the bread 
vie z tho he may, and ſormtimes/ſeev ir good 
Snide yet will /he never deſert chem: 1 
 free*em, but will never forſake thew 
| forget them. Corfore ye one anorhth 
$ "deb che words, FINIS. 


